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DOCTRINAL PIBEACHING WIRI EXMiIPLES 

"Es $st kein D i n g ,  $as d i e  Lehrte mehr b e i  
der Kirel~e bel~iaelt  dean d i e  gu tc  P r e d i g t ,  '' Tkius 
speaks ehe A p a l ~ g y ,  k ~ $ i c l e  24 ,  lo us who h ~ v e  
been sctiosled and nur tured  in the G k ~ u r ~ h  o f  the 
I le fe r~a t fon ,  bd~ase slxibboleeh i s  t h e  WORD alanc , 
CFiA65 alone,  FAIr13-I a lone,  as those  "~~IIID have noL 
taken courses i n  %he science OF ~:omfle t ics ,  bug 
a lsa  are actual p u a c t  sf pa.eaehilrg Sunday 

St~nday, are w e l l  aware t h a t  g a ~ d  ~3reaching 
encompasses mzwy th ings and cuntains ~r;zzny vita:= 
ingre2ients.  J u s t  ts mentian 2 few: t lna~ougii  
i%na%ys%s s f  the t e x t ,  :itzing Ic%rsdzsck%oa; Peadlcg 
ts the theme, good l o g i c ,  ~ n i $ y ~  S T G B O % ~  e a ~ s % a -  
k,iens, division of Lay aa8J G ~ q e l ,  ecurces 
sater ia l ,  apgllcatian, good d e l i v e r y ,  and maay 
ceher thj-ngs, A s $ ~ d y  of a l l  these poinzs  weui6 
%,c. boncf$ckal and W O ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ $ ~ ,  -for t h e y  3~j-P per--  
9 - . n ~  c,;~n direct?-y sr iwdix-eck3-y ts che fSns2, j3r0du~:t: 
g. *- *-* *, c3 semon preached ee tTas s.,a~ls l~e fo re  us, Rut 

tke purpose o f  themis ass% anmcrzt ~z;~as no$ tc ci-rca~m- 
scxibe t h e  snkLre f i e l d  s f  whzc ~gf;nsZ%tutes $;OCC~ 

4-,r~~+rp"E:.ing--~h~& wodd be impo~s ible an.;r.:.;y--buC 
+- ,, r d.:lcl.Z on one facet sf i e ,  D~ctriaaL Preachfcs*, 
i te2 - +xr-% a +a  rfi canee , w i t h  s m e  p r a z g i c d  2 6 ~ ~ a n s t r ~ t i - o n z  a 

E-very ser2aus E i b l e  s tuden t  kncxb~s that  else 
1mrd &osga~& not  only appears  r epea t ed ly  i n  tbc: 
;ioLy Se r ip tuses ,  but : : l~o i s  e l ey~a~ed  $0 a pss i -  
t i 0 1  0 f  paramount i ~ p o r t a n c e ,  A few pertinent 
passages will elearly a f f k m  this, 22ae spirbt:i-,%ia% 
exercises of the  early l k w  "%stamen& C'S-gx~r~h &re 
described in Ac%s 2 ,  4 2 :  "And they cantinued 
steadfaselp iw the  Apaat%esP -"--------- doetrine and fellow- 
sk ip ,  and i n  breaking af bread,  and i n  prayers '' 
In il. T f ~ ~ a e h y  5 ,  17: "Le t  the  elders ghae ~ u L e  
w e l a  be eeuneed lqsrthy sf  double honor, especially 
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they who labor i n  word and -- doct r ine ."  In  John 7 ,  
17: "If any man will do h i s  will, he s h a l l  know 
sf  t h e  dscts ine  whether i t  be o f  1 Timothy 
4 ,  16: "Take heed unto thyself, and unto t he  
doc t r ine ;  continue i n  them; f o r  i n  doing t h i s  
thou shalt bsgh save thyself and them t ha t  hesr 
thee." T i t u s  2, 10: "That they may adorn t he  
dos t r ing  sf God, our Savior, in a l l  t h ings . "  
P Z  

1% John 9: 'T\%osowar transgrcsseth and abidekh 
riot 5w t21e doctrgne o f  Chrisr i ~ a t k  nog God, iie 

-.-, --- 
thae abideeh in ehe doctrine o f  C h r i s ~ ,  he hath  
both %he Father a ~ d  the S._;-ixmU T T f ~ m t l ~ j  4 B  6: 
":& shou pu t  the 'brethren in rerr,ernbrance of tl:esc 
th ings ,  thou shal t ,  be a gocd za ia is te r  of Jesus 
Christ, noirrlshed up rile vsrds of IaL%h and of 
;nod doc t r ine ,  %shereunto thou haai a~c . ? ined . "  

----*-- 

ss- &hen the Ra~mns 16, 37 p , - - s a ~ e ,  so 1;:izce.l i r r  ~ l i i .  
fc;ogyalacd b;r capgcsc;ic,n;l J.:il.lre.rr.:lr ci>+! past 
5ecedes; "$ark gilepl ~qhich reuse d ix> ic foas  F i ~ d  
cjf'fenaes, contrary to doc~:*inp, ~ z t i s i ~  you 
3 aVe '' 

t i sns  y e t ,  if that secrcon ccnrzlns 110 doc t r i n ~ .  
it 5 9  an empty axad a P Q Q ~  sexxfcn; a5.1; af I tw  
admonigione , rebultes and consolatboiis , a ' f laak 
-; -a i n  the air, band nu one k n n ~ ~ ~ s  h i i g  aany pseia- 
ehers are g o i l t y  and how mu& :liey sin i n  Chis 
respect." Sabering words indeed i F~om hot11 
S c r i p t u r e  i t s e l f  and the h i s t o r y  af the  Cbrlsrle~l 
tJhurc'sk we learn ghat i n  the  degree i n  whgeh Bib-- 
l i ~ a l  dsctrincs are placed i n  a secondary or  
ter t iary  pos i t ion ,  o r  even eliminated al together ,  

in tka$  s m e  degree the m u r c h  becomes s p i r i t u a l l y  
anemic, laeking in good spiritual hea1tl-b an8 
v i t a l i t y ,  and the  wet r e s u l t :  robbing the hearers 
o f  bath  %ai%h and notivatlsn t o  lead a sanctified 
life, 

iLs undershepherds we are called upon to preach 
doeerine according ts B i b l i c a l  ~peeifbcatisns~ P t  
i s  q u i t e  possible to intersperse such f i n e  doc- 
t r i n a l  statements as "the law is  pir ritual,^' 

ns 7, $ 4 ,  and "'the Ward w a s  made f l e s h  and 
dwelt mong US," John 1, 14, r'~efnokd the Lamb 
of k d ,  which taketh away the s i n  s f  t11e asorld," 
John 1, 2 4 ,  and "For by grace are ye saved through 
f a i t h , "  Eph 2, 8, and y e t  fall shor t  of what csn- 
s t i t u t e s  good doctr inal  preaching, Ppaese funda- 
mental truths may well " f l o a t  in %he aid,'' t o  use 
D r .  ~alther's expression, if a thorough study and 
e q o s f t i s n  o f  a certain dsetr fne  or phase s f  t h a t  
doctr ine  i s  nst developed according to oux b e s t  
theological  acmen* bare rise many of our own 
people  taken Sw by some Refamed and Pentecostal 
preaching, w i t h  which they come in contact, be- 
cause they hear a doctr inal  statement o r  two  
fron them? Some will even defend them with a 
remrk su& as t h i s :  ' " ~ u  he preached fram the  
Bible." Who of us would deny that t h e  most 
madern-day popufar preacher, B i l l y  Grahm, preaches 
sme good semons, i s  q u i t e  we%% versed in knowl- 
edge o f  t h e  Bible and does keaeh some seweats o f  
society, which sthewise would no% be reaehd, 
and yet, often the effectiveness of the sermon 
is l o s t  by h i s  undoctrinal  assertions regarding 
conversion, the means o f  grace, the  last, th ings ,  
say nothing of the many vialat ions concerning 
church fellob~ship"s" Pave y e t  t o  hear from him 
a f o r t h r i g h t  confession ~o the  fmportant dscerine 
sf  %pt%sm and the Lord's Supper, 
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justification, conversion, the petson and work 
of the Holy Ghost, the resurrection, the Chris- 
tian Church, but also God's providence, the 
matter of offense, marriage, c i v i l  government, 
Christian l i b e r t y ,  s i n f u l  amusements, the  strange 
ways of God in dealing w i t h  H i s  children,  etc. 
Paul  said: "I bave,noc shunned ro declare unto 
you the whole counsel o f  God." 

From trhe view-point of the purpose of the  
sermon, hmel i t ic ians  usually classify them as 
doc t r ina l ,  pastoral,  o r  hortatory. N I  types 

are useful and can be  used effectively, taking 
i n t o  account t h e  needs of the  people o r  circum- 
stances i n  a given place. D r .  Reu says c f  doc- 
trinal preaching: "Every sermon, t o  be t r u l y  
edi fy ing,  must have in it a doctrinal element. 
I cannot real ly comfort anyone unless my com- 
fore  rests on what the Sc r ip tu res  teach about 
God's saving work and His self-revelation. I 
cannot admonish and exhort t o  good works without  
first teaching what Cdd wills us t o  be and t o  
bec~me. I cannot awaken anyone ou t  of h i s  s i n f u l  
state without por t raying the nature and wretched- 
ness o f  s i n ,  contrasting i t  w i t h  Gedss holiness 
and righteousness9 and characterizing i t  as black 
ingra t i tude  toward Gad f o r  His work o f  Grace." 

bJhiLo the  pastoral sermon stresses par t i cu -  
l a r l y  the appl icat ion o f  doetr ine  t o  the Chris- 
t ian l i f e ,  as also the  hor ta tory  does, the  doc- 
trinal. sermon i s  mainly and expasit ion of some 
doctrine from S c r i p t u r e ,  o r  a phase of some doc- 
t r ine .  The real purpose of t h e  doc t r ina l  seman 
i s  to indoctrinate, to i n s t ruc t ,  to enlighten 
our hearers t o  the vase treasure-house sf  God's 
unspeabble  g i f t s .  The five-Zcld use of Scrip-  
tu re  i s  presented in IS: Timothy 2, 16:- "All 
S c r i p t u r e  i s  given by inspiration o f  God and i s  
prof i tab le  f o r  doctri-ne, f o r  reproof ,  f o r  cor- 
rection, f o r  iastrruction i n  righteousness," 

and i n  llomans 15 ,  4 : .  "~Jhatsoever t h i n g s  vere 
w r i t  ten a f  oretime were w r i t  ten for our  learniilg , 
t h a t  we through paeience and comfart o f  t he  
Scriptures might have hope." 

are called t o  minister t o  the  s p i r i t u a l  
needs of people.  ilccording t o  t he  Apostle P a u l ,  
::ha d i d a s r a l i c u s  i s  Easic f o r  a l l  the other  uses 
0 2  Scr ip ture .  False doctrine can b e  combated 
snly on t h e  basis  uf t r u e  d o c t r i n e :  a s in fu :  
l i f e  can be corrected and a gcdLy l i f e  encouraged 
only cn the basis  of  t he  doc t r ine  c f  sin and 
grace. The major p a r t  o f  t he  bask o f  Romans 
cnnsists of  doc t r ine  and we m u s t  nialrvel nt t i le  
order and sequence o f  t h e  doctrines presented as 
a model f o r  docrr inal  preaching. 

vs7 . L o  keep a congregztion ia n hear t h y  s p i r i e u l .  

condition t he  preaching o f  doctrine is i.mperative, 
for it conta ins  the  substartis1 F2od i ~ k i c h  t h e  
r-~,m-p+ di i .A.aLi~n p &. ever needs if he i s  to ~ r a t q  i n  p ~ a ~ e  

I -  _* 

n r ~ d  knowledge, It i s  no c r e d i ~  ilr ;i c~mp1iner.t: 
t c  a p ; i ~ t o ~ ~  wh*lii~, I-ia~inp: -prea;j~~(i to the  saae 
?c?cp!.e a r.waLer. o f  years, has nevt3r aucc~edcd 
;? rsiruing t h e i r  spiritual leael beyond t!le ;&!: 
6"+ - L C S , ~  -am a f  CkrisL-ian k n o ~ ~ i e d g e .  Again F+iez p o i n t s  

9n t  t h a t  many admonitions to do goat1 r5~orks do not 
produce the  d e s i r e d  r e s u l t s ,  because the preacher 
has forgotten t ha t  j u s t i f y i n g  fa3 th i s  the root  
o f  all true mara l i t y .  It i s  to the docerixe GF 
j u s ~ i f i s a t i o n  b y  f a i t h  tha t  rhe prenchcr  must ever 
again revert,  if be would suecessfclly encourage 
9, i r i s  people t-o avoid s i n  and l e a d  a godly L i fe .  

ishat would t h e  Reformation mnvfment have 
amo~~nted  t o  rlE Lu ther  and h i s  f e l . 1 ~ ~  1al:ouers 
had not revitalized a dying church w i t h  dac t r l na l  
ttruth? What could poss ib ly  cope wi th  rahionalir;m, 
xqhicl% has plagued the ehureh since the beginning 
s f  time, b u t  the  p l a in  and for thr ight :  preaching o f  
Bibl ica l  doctrine? What: else w i l l  anchor and guide 
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I -  _* 
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the Church today, a f f l i c t ed  as i t  i s  with neo- 
orthodoxy, existentialism, higher criticism, and 
the ecwmenical craze, but  the c l a r i g y  and cer- 
t a in ty ,  which 6he doctr ines  o f  Gad o f f e r  and give 
i n  both religion and morals? %at else v i l l  cure 
the malady of ind.effererase t o  doc t r ina l  preaclling 
bug the constant l&amlng and re learning of the 
eternal verPties Scr ip tu re  provides f a r  both  
f a i t h  and L i f e ?  

So far ,  so goad: We si?. agree thaz doctr irral  

preaching i s  necessary fox the spiritual v i t a l i t y  
and v i r i l i t y  o f  &he Church, f o r  t r u e  s p i r i t u a l  
growth "that  the man of Cod mag be perfect,  
thorough furnished unto a l l  good vorks," X I  T i n -  
c thy  3 ,  1 7 ,  tha t  s inn~r : :  r,aay t r t l l y  know and ex- 
perience the peace of C h d ,  based cn r i le  recon- 
c i l i a t i o n ,  which HE i l j rnsel f  has e f  bec t rd ,  b u t  the 
questirsn is: Ilo~c-v ~ . i  ali. doctrine be ef:fectivel>p 
preached? It i s  l : i c e  ~ i x .  sub jec t  o f  evangelism, 
easy and nice  to r a l k  &cut.  brit how ctj actually 
carry it ou t  prsctice " 5 ; ; ~  psez *-* anders." 

i.Jn?r!lrr ~ ~ ~ ~ w ~ r . : :  raru.*; theye may be e desrrlr 
f - ~ ~ c ~ T c - - - ' ~ ~ .  --.3 j G m'b~l i  ehbiei  a d  
y p m s l $ j - ~ n  +* +L- * +  - r c -  ] I  :-y $ ~ j ~ - ~ ~ l ~ : : j ~ e h  p r e 3 ~ I 2  : ~ l a n g  CIl? 

l ianei  c i  3 h ~ p i g i c , n  ~ x D ' : L : L ~ C ~  9: znd e j ? ~ ~ i C ,  131. 
tile pre~araticn o: i:3c.:,ri.c:1l setnun. :e$uires 
rm~ct- h,zxil prepare h cry ?a:ic:, taven o r i~u luh ,  

lii 

- tb3i ao:zri u : e : : $ ~  l i i i t i i  :;.ich 5FI- 

naris, because t h e y  laci., 21 i or,-gc-uf~i, r,r:ii coo+di-- 
~ ~ s t ~ ~ u  a knc3wledgg r; i G ;  : :  ;hcmsc.lves. 
n.aey have not m f n e d  silg: 2 ;gip$:ugc- 2:'d :,\ir nwn 
k1-&"cheran Cnnf  e s ~ ; i u a s  c.lgngrr, or h a x ~  i2ec~ii.e 
enaaored by I ~ e f o ~ ~ ~ d  spmiont.,. A t   time^ e am we -re 
tempted t o  thfr& t ha t  doetrine i6seiL i s  dull 
and dry i n  the eyes of  the people and not ~ 0 ~ 1 -  

dusive t o  a s p i r i t - f i l f e d  ac t i ve  Christianity. 
No doubt rhese obsewations are correct: in some 
cases m d  need to be talcen se r ious ly .  1s it not 

also poss ib le  t h a t  among t h e  many stresses and 
s t r a ins  af  ctlurch a c t i v i t y  we forget  t h a t  tire 
Gospel i s  the "dynamis Theou," the  power of Gad 
unto salvation? Power i n  doctrine, because i t  
is o f  Cod. !hen f r u i t s  c f  our  p r e ~ c h i n g  appear 
t o  be ha rd ly  v i s ib l e ,  i t  i s  tempting t o  t r y  some- 
t h ing  else t o  arouse p ~ c p l e  frox irthcir spiritual 
l e tha rgy .  iqc must not be d i s t u r b e d  o r  veez from 
our course i n  preaching doctr inal .  sernlonn, i f  
people de not  coment  on s t r i c t l y  d o c t r i n a l  ser- 
mons, concluding ehereby t h z t  the  sennvn wa:; poor 
and ineffect ive.  Fly experie~ce has been t h a t  
people  have conmented f av~raL . I>~  on a scr:iiop:, r~hici: 
X myself  thinlc or  judge t o  be o f  i n f e r i o r  quality, 
relegated even Co the  category o f  l ight-weiglrt  . 
b a ~ e t h e r  people  co-m-ent or n o t  i s  itzaatcrial. 

Is no& o u r  satisfaction t h a t  we have preached t h e  
Kir rg ' s  message, trusting t h a t  the desired e f f c c t  
i n  t he  hearts of people  ill be t h a t  o f  P!nry, of 
whom ehe S c r i p t u r e s  say, "She kep t  a l l  these t h i n g s  
and pondered then i n  her heart ." 

If some o f  our people do n u t  i i a l i y  apprc-cf:lte 
t h e  value of d o c t r i n a l  semons,  it i s  our durty 
t o  inform the= why t h e y  are t o  be p r i z e d  so 
highly .  They are ta be  t o l d  t h a t  doe t r ine  i s  a 
g l o r i o u s  legacy given t o  us by Gad, wirnse saIu-  
t a r y  purpose i a  t a  save our S ~ U Z S  and prepcre ur 
i u r  eternity. ?:;e hesvenly scene:: descrzbeL1 in 
z h ~  book of Revelctjan ascrj-hc t!:~ ~ j e ~ y  p l e ~ ~ z f ; e  
of t h e  s a i n t s  of g la ry  t o  the  f a c t  ghat r i k i l e  
here on earth they ivere led by t h e  Grace of God 
to a saving k n ~ ~ ~ f e d g e  o f  H i m ,  1Ti-m washed t h e i r  
zabes in t h e  hload of t h e  ktmb, adding, "there- 
fore are they  there." Doctrine heard ,  bel ieved,  
and applied i s  most satisfying t o  man's SOUL, P a r  
t h e r e i n  i s  Gad's pa te rna l  heart  unbnred and re- 

vealed t o  tho f a l t e r i n g  sons o f  Adam. Doctrine 
will ever be porgerful, f o r  it i s  backed and but- 
tressed by t he  most powerful "Company" in t he  
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world, ~~d the  ath her, God the and God the 
what it is* Gospel  i s  t h e  message of 

mly ehastr grace of God i n  Chr i s t .  Unrigh:eousness, 
excludes Elan from salvation. 'fiae righteous- Romans I 3  16-18 ""' of Cfid revealed i n  t h e  Gospel i s  not: the 

personal righteousness af  Gad, not  an infused mile Romans 1, 16-18 i s  a suitable text O r  
righfeoilsness, b u t  a righteausness wlii,rh cad in,- 

many occasions, it 
w e l l  be used as a text puees to man f o r  t h e  sake of God-zw;an Jesus. 

for a mission 
~ t l e  words of the Great me. tlas i a h s ~ l u t e a ~  no n l ~ r - j k  in elle trans- Comission could be the introduction leading " 1 1 ~  i s  j u s t i f i e d  freely. " ~ f  by 

the theme, of works. " Romans 11, 6 

I recall  good advice gilren by One o f  my 
liomiletics teachers with reference t o  introduc- 
t ions  t o  sermons fox  special occasions, such as  
Hissfons Fest ivals ,  Thanksgiving, Ref o r ~ o t i o n ,  
e tc . :  ''Check your i n t roduc t ion  ca re fu l ly  a d  
you w i l l .  d iscover t h a t  you e m  oni'i and delete 
words and lihrases, wl~ich are not  wrong i n  thein- 
selves,  b u t  r e a l l y  add nothing t o  the subst-ance 
of t h e  se-mun. Superfluous words and phrases 

deprive. you of valu&le time i n  a 25-minute dis-  
-3 5- 

course. For example, in a r~iznkogiving sermon, 
i s  it necessary t o  repeat scores o.C times the  
exhnrtaginn ' t o  give tilanlis m ~ o  the Lard? ' 
I;afker, conceceeate cn the greaz things God tias 
done f o r  l a  and continues t o  do,  sc t h a t  the 
kearerg w i l l  leave the s e l y i c c  grateEtilly ~ C ~ ~ I C ? W  

edging a gracious and b u u ~ i t l f u l  I , ~ c d  we hav 

IJi.th nti;e Great: Cornpigsion ss 2 b r i e f  bu'i 
effect ive intraduetion we could use as our tileme: 

& a S T  GOD $ PEOPLE CONSCIElSTIOUSLU TAKE TO 
H E J ~ T  THE WOWS OF TaE GRmT C(IMPIISSZON? 
1. Because of the unique o r i g i n  of the G o s p d ,  
2. Because of its unique saving power. 

The glorious contents of the Gospel message 
enraptures the heart sf  Paul. 

We are given a 

splendid  oppor'uniry t o  tell what the Gospel 
It i s  poss ib le  t o  ta lk  

t he  Gospel without t e l l i n g  

- 8 -  

Some positive aspects of the  Gospel: 
.A sui;er- n a t u r a l  revela t ion of God t o  man; a deep inystery,  

a profound serrel: i n  the  heart c f  Cild I i imself ,  
before  any mortal knew anything ahoue i t .  

Eph. 1, 4 ;  1 Peter 1, 20; C o L ,  1, 26. 
It is aLL-suff ic ieng f o r  man's s p i r i t u a l  needs; it i s  el:, "power of God 

unto salvation." It appPles  tu all men: "Propi-  tiation f o r  t h e  s i n s  o f  t h e  whnle  world," I Jnhn 
2 ,  2. It i s  exclusive: ''a, orller ris?ine uader 
Ileaven," ,Acts 4 ,  12. 711e Gaspel i s  f i n a l ,  t h e  
I n s t  revelation o f  God t o  men. 

nci t l ler  expect- nor look for a t h e r  revelations. 

The Gospel i s  no6 a n e t u r a l  e n d o ~ ~ c i a t  o f  mEn. 
-- Zlatural man liner$~ something o f  tlin Law a i  God, 

b u t  nnt  one iota of t h e  Gospel. Euman thcught  
could never imagine a r  drear1 up the  Gospel. 

I f  all. ehe keenest minds pooled t h e i r  rnciltal re- 
sources and focused t h e i r  a t t e a t i o n  an i ~ o r j  the 
s i n n e r  f i n d s  peace w i t h  God, the ansrger wauld act 
be forfhcondng. W i 6 1 1  alb searching and m p l o r i n ~  
they  r ~ o u l d  never f i n d  R i m 9  "&o o f  God i s  made 
unto us E~isdom, r ighteousness ,  e tc,"  I' Car, 1, 31, 
The C-ns~e l  vas no& des fg~ed  to improve samewhat 
t h e  religion o f  t h e  heathen,  ta take t h e  rough 
edger; off and embellish a b i t ,  bu t  t i le  charge to 
the Apostle was "to aprn t h e i r  eyes and t o  t u r n  
them from darkness t o  l i g h t . "  Acts 2f iS  18. 
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How is t h i s  righteousness revealed? 
From 

f a i t h  to f a i t h .  "The j u s t  sha l l  l i v e  by f a i th . "  

Righteousness of God revealed in the Gospel is 
not a consequence o r  reward of  f aich, but a 
fruit and consequence of t h a t  salvation accom- 
p l i shed  and i s  brought about by the power of God 
in tile Gospel, apps9pr ia ted  by faith--ours by 
f a i t h  and fo r  f a i t h ,  intended f o r  faitl-k. Th i s  

i s  God's d iv ine  order  of salvation. 

Cod in Cilrist has accomplished everytiling f o r  
man's salvation.  Because the  Gospel i s  so unique 

in every way--it c m e  from God and it has  saving 
power, we should be moved with compassionate 
llearts t o  respond t o  the cllarge given to us: 
GO AND TELI.. Only the  regenerate ecvld p o s s i b l y  

understand the Lord's di rec t ive  to spread the 

I f  w e  continue to believe the Gospel promises, 
wl~ich are cowaissioned to broadcast to a ~ g o r l d  
sitting i n  darkness, our s p i r i t s  in carrying ou t  
%his  l i f e  o r  death work w i l l  not  be dampened, even 
though not a l l  accept i t *  even though some who do 
accept it IaCer f a l l  away from the t r u t h .  Pau l  

never swerved from h i s  desire to reach as many 
s o u l s  as p o s s i k l e .  He Tras debtor  t o  a l l .  
R~mans  1% 1 4 .  

L e t  us  l abor  fervent ly ,  f o r  the time clock is 
running out  r a p i d l y .  

Genesis 12, 4-8 

I n  the  introduction a b r i e f  biography of the 
s p i r i t u a l  giant, &ram, would be p r o f i t a b l e  f o r  
well-informed Christians, but e s p e c i a l l y  fo r  new 
converts in a f l e d g l i n g  mission, for  most have 
limited B l b L e  History knowledge. 

&ram was chosen 

as God's Friend and the role which t h i s  man of God 

w a s  to p l ay  in God's'plan o f  salvation affected 
t he  ent i re  h-man race. "I will make o f  thee a 
m e a t  nation," "I will bless them t t a t  bless 
P I  

thee" ..... called upon t o  make a complete break  
from a l l  e a r t h l y  matters and consideraciunr;,  so 
that  he  m i g h t  be  ei3riche.d wit11 eterrra:l and hea- 
venly treasures. . . . .tie was ever ;G l e a r n  f roni 
the ifaster t o  live by f a i t h ,  no t  by things seen. 
bJ3rarn u u t  on ly  received a c a l l  fror. Cod, hilt 2 7 s ~  
a promise ,  a d i rec t  rene%~al o f  tile Promise o f  the 
Savior, given i n  Paradise....... A l ~ r a m ' s  rcs2anse 
to the Lord's c a l l  and prozrise i s  w e l l  suiimlnrized 
i n  Pi i i i i pp ia i l s  3 ,  L3-14 : "Forgetting those t ! i i n g c  
r i l ic Iz  arc. bebind,  reaching f u r th  unto t i ~ c i s e  t i i inqs  
xqhich are before ,  1 press tclriard t h e  marl-, for t h e  
pr ize, ' :  e t c ,  

T h a t  s o l e l y  the  promises o f  t h e  Lord God b r l  
f a i t h  i n t o  being and also g ive  h i r t l i  t n  tile obed 
ence o f  f a i t h  are cle2rLy i l l u s t r a t e d  in A':!?J>!'S 
REZi/?R:(L=LE OBEi:.TC)$GE 01; FAXTI-?. note  j l i s  

f a i t h  progressed i n  obedience to the  Lord T&o 
called h i m  and w i t a t  obed.ienre of fait11 the Lord 

see in a l l  I l i s  ch i ld ren .  

A. i5!e note f r o ~ i ~  libran's a t t i t u d e ,  confcss jun ,  
and conduct that only the  proniscs of Gud 

mattered t o  tlim...n,o h e s i t a t i on ,  nc vacillation, 
no counrixg t h e  coc t ,  no qtlestions asked, r ; j p i :  
called upcn to sever t i e s  tcltjl k indred act: e-jun:,cy 
.. . .any dt .ubts  or misg iv ings he racy have ha$ van- 
ished tuhen the  Lord spoke: "Unto fhy  seed 1 
give t h i s  land*" 
-I---- 

B. hbram was l e d  more and mare inta corn-ilniar: 
w i t h  t h e  Gracious Lord, Iqhn hod cal.led ' h i m ,  

This close bond =with h i s  Lord led hir: i n t o  a s ta te  
of witnessing t o  a corrupt  arid i du la t ro i l s  ~ s o t - ~ d  
around him. His testimony and witnessing began in 
h i s  o m  home. "Ne b u i l t  an a l t a r  unto the  Lard," 
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Men though many refused to listen to his testi- 
mony and stubbornly continued in their unbelief, 
&ram's clear and forthright testimony and con- 
fess ion was always there, holding forth that Word 
of God, which ever will be a savor of life unto 
life or death unto death. I1 Car. 2 ,  16. 

C e  The Lord has called upon us to depar t  
from Haran and keep our eyes  f i x e d  on t h e  

promises, xgh.rhich point t o  an unseen land .... rhe 
exercise of the obedience of f a i t h  involves the 
daily drowning of the Old Adam and mortification 
of the flesh. "What does such Baptizing w i t h  \*later 
S igni fy?"  .... if our hearts cling t o  e a r t l l l y  
th ings  and we become enamored by ear thly  treasures, 
how soon c7e develop spiritual myopia, unable to 
see, with singleness of mind and purpose.. . . .  

D. ble are ecalled upon to disassociate our- 
selves from the spirit of the world and 

ever look upon ourselves as strangers and p i l g r i m s ,  
having here no continuing city, but seeking one to 
cone. Heb. 13, 14. Recognizing that our citizen- 
ship is in heaven, we shall not long t o  become 
na tu ra l i zed  citizens of t h i s  world.  

E. In bu i ld ing  an a l t a r  unto the Lord, Abram 
recognized tha t  s p i r i t u a l  revival begins 

in tile home. %*]hen many sincere and well-intentioned 
people ,  some believers and others n o t ,  ask: "What 
wi l l  save America?" we answer: the Christ ian home, 
where the Word of God i s  constant ly  used and a p p l i e  
That Word will always be  what the Psalmist declares: 
"a lamp and l i g h t  ," Ps.  119, 105. If we follow 
Abram's program a l l  w i l l  be w e l l  in rhe home and 
churchB also tho state, 

F. Abram's obedience l e d  tc compound bless- 
* ings. The Lord will do no less for us, 

if by His Grace, we implicitly trust lIis promises. 

''I r i i I . 1  b l e s s  thee' L ~ a d ~ j  fro;' one i ; l e ss i ; r~  to 
anotlier .  P r n ) ~  Cod tie may f~ol lo r i  ,?i,raia ' s exaplp le 
'Ec t h a t  i ) f I i f ~ ~ t l l  51:311 n o t  

as!lameder' iomans 9 9  33. 
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WmtEN IN WE CHIIURCPi 

A RESPQNSE TO CONTEbPBMRY TENDS 

"Women should keep s i l e n c e  i n  t h e  churches," 
thundered S t ,  Paul t o  t h e  C o r i n t l l i a ~ ~ s ,  but: 
recently Iris words have fa l len  on dea f  ears.  
Ira the pas t  few years t h e  f i g h ~  f o r  wonen's 
o d i n a t i o n  has shaken a lmost  every It'es t e r n  
r e l i g i o n .  Two percent  of  a l l  lniri isters i n  
t h e  U,S, are now women, and female e n r o l l -  
ment i n  some scainaries has jumped ntore t han  
30 percent. I:xclt~ded fruni the psiesthacjcl b y  
Rcsn2an C a t h o l i c s ,  Epi sco~~a$ i ans ,  5l issouri-  
Syansd Lutherans and sorne fundamental is t  
s e c t s ,  WoJilen are nQw r e s o r t i l l g  t o  legrail 
complaints and lo1)bying groups i n  t h e i r  
struggle f o r  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  equal r i g h t s .  
Beet chaazging churcla Paw is  only h a l f  tire 
b a t t l e .  Women min i s t e r s  s t i l l  face a 
2,000-year-old religisus t r a d i t i o n  of  
male e x c l u s i v i t y .  "I 

These opening words of an ar t i c le  in, t he  r e l i -  
gion section o f  Ketasweek indicate the  contemporary 
t rends  i n  r e l a t i o n  to ~11ich  t h i s  paper was in tended,  
by assignment to be a "fresh" response. If by 
f resh response is  meant S c r i p t u r a l  response, we can 
have some hope of at leas t  moving i n  t h e  d i rec t ion  
of the  a s s i g m e n t ,  b u t  i f  by freshness is  meant 
opening the windows to the breezes t h a t  blow from 
the Dead Sea of mre hman opinion, we should l i k e  

'~ewsweek, October 13, 1975 

!d~ i l e  the trea.id that now eonfronts  u s  i s  
termed csntempara.rry, i t  does n o t  mean that  tlre 
matter which it cancerens Is a neu one, The treasld 
l:~as, however, reaclied p r s p s r t i o n s  tliat can %lard%y 
escape the no t i ce  of Even t he  mast out-of-tousla 
member a $  the 'hunan race, T f  the ~ T z i t c r  a% tile 
&ewsweek a r t i c l e  quoted above i s  correc"lin the 
choice of t h e  verb i'tT~~rnndered' ta describe ~ a u l '  s 
expression of di.sfns : r i l l  i n  the matter s f  %:oman's 
r e l a t i o n  ta tIxc cIlburc11, it ::a %$air%"l:y 'ire s a i d  "Liaat 
&he coEtempsrar:;l t r e n d  bas reached t h e  p a i n t  e f  a 
"slnrieaiing;' r e b u t t a l ,  

In  t h i s  b r i e f  paper Tse do n o t  in tend  t o  deal 
specifically wit11 movements in our  s o c i e t y  f o r  
t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  06 the  female sex and t h e i r  e f f o r t s  
f o r  ga in ing  soc ia l  e q u a l i t y ,  y e t  it i s  qrz i te  sh -  
vious  i n  zany instances,  at leas t ,  t h a t  tkrere i s  
some connection between woman':: desirc  t o  improsrc 
Txcr stscinl st:l$us and Izer  desire t o  attain t o  nev: 
s tz tus  i n  t i l e  cha~rch, Tha t  rsgsmen, as 7:el$ as  
other elements of s o c i e t y ,  11ave had good reason 
f o r  questioni.ng sQne of tlte inequities t h e y  have 
had t o  endure through the years is n o t  here can- 
t rad ic ted ,  As long as w e  l i v e  i.n %Ilis world  we 
f i n d  need of s t r i v i n g  aga ins t  the mangP imperfec- 
&ions t h a t  r i s e  up i n  our m i d s t ,  not  least sf a l l  
t h a t  p e r t a i n  ts ou r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  one ansther 
in t h e  church. And because the t s p i e  be fo re  u s  
is 1.7arnen in tile CElurch, we must weeds reserict  
ourselves in order t o  seek tc s  learn what place 
woman i s  t o  have i n  t h e  ci-iturch, To  learn t h a t  
we must a lso be aware o f  whar place woman is nat -- 
t o  have i n  t h e  church, 

As a Chr i s t i an ,  as a regenerated c h i l d  sf  God, 
as a neaber of Gad's f aml ly  by f a i th  in Chr i s t  
Jesus, as one o f  those t o  p~hon~ the O f  fiee sf  the 
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t h a t  (Paul)  w a s  once in love v i t h  a temple pros-  
titute 'who rejected h i m  and from bdiich came liis 
feelings about  omen?"^ For the evolutionist 
it's a matter of say ing:  "But since that  time 
vnu have come a long way, baby l" For one who 
d - -  

would l i k e  to ilonor the position of the  inerrancy 
of Scr ip ture  bu t  x~hjho f i n d s  it difficult t o  accept 
the implications o f  such a passage for  our  time, 
there is recourse t o  the interpretation t h a t  the 
prohil3ition i s  only o f  local and temporary 
v a l i d i t y .  

!.rh~n the  Apos t le  here f o r b i d s  t~:omen t o  speak 
i n  the  churclx b u t  rather o rde r s  them t o  i:e s i lmt ,  
he  indicates t h a t  the  p r o h i b i t i o n  is t o  be  main- 
tained because the speakin:, riliicli he 112s i n  mind 
v io la tes  a basic principle of subordina t ion  o f  
roman t o  man. T h a t  they are to be subord ina t e  
(bno~aooko8wonv) i s  an a r r ange~en t  from the  cre- 
ation, according t o  Cod's will, xd'lio made h i s  
origi .nal  human creaturel; male and f male. Tnis 

p o s i t i o l ~  is also undersciired by I Ticlothy 2, 11. 
Furthermore, as Paul  s a y s ,  %his prohj -h i t ion  i s  
demanded by t h e  Law (v. 3 4 ) .  It i s  s u r e l y  nec- 
essary to understand t h i s  matter of suboxdination 
if one is n o t  to be c o ~ t p l e t e f g  f r u s t r a t ed  at an 
interpretation of I Cor. 14 and related passages. 

Peter Eruaner i n  a nonograph spejlts t hus  t o  
tlie question o f  subordinat ion:  

F i r s t  of  a l l ,  it i s  clear t h a t  we are 
deal ing with a t heo log ica l  and not  a 
sociological  relationship. Illlatever 
t h i s  subordination might mean i n  i t s  
various aspects, one t h i n g  i s  sure:  

i t  i s  based on t h e  will o f  God, t h a t  is, - * it corrncs from G Q ~  azd IS 2 divil:e 
no t  a liuman~ arrrawgment; i t  is not  the 
product  o f  a part2 cular soc i a l  structuref 
but i s  3 iireordained order g i v e i ~  by Cod 
to wliicll a l l  1iis;orlcsl Jrve loiJ~,ie!1t i s  
bourid. Such n thee 1 ~ g i ; a l  f actcr- nil- 
brinusiy ha:; sucioLvgicil l  cofisecjuii ices i n  
~ t s  real~zation: vliere i t  is accepted 
and tran: ; lateG i n t o  actual  i t ract ice ,  tile 

rcsu:ts are i:e:piui ; Ilc: 
I % T m )  zap-# frte;a ks). &19 - *  L~p;;cse L L  = 3 ijccauc:e o f  
.b-. = QTciB ~ 2 1  f - u ~ - j ~ i e ,  rcszlt i z3 ( i ~ 5 -  

- 
* a ,  ~r,cf-:i.i)ll al:a j:lc:graerai-, , 2 
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: ,  zile t:pc>stlf3 PnuL is ! ~ ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - . - i e d  z-, rccopiiize 
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f x o z  man. and f o r  him, The posi t ior ;s  t l l cy  held. are -- 
n o t  t n  be inverted o r  interchanged. It i s  trilr, 
2s Pau l  llimseif recognizes in I Core il, 21 t-<? t g, 

in the  seqtrenee o"aJi,rth mzn c o ~ i ~  &ron tlie 
rjaCtan, b ~ g ,  (!~:-i P cg.,un%erpar& 
i s  not  able t o  cancel out  t i le  order t h a t  leas given 
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in the creation and i s  in every respect prior to 
the succession of the generations, wliereby the 
woman comes from the man and is there for his 
sake. According t o  her created basis the voman 
comes from the man, and according t o  his created 
basis he is the 'head' of the wonan. . As a 

result o f  this order the rronan is related to the  
man through t h e  o r i g i n a l  crea t u r e l y  associa t ions  
of 'from' and 'for his sake,' and therefore she 
in a unique way i s  s u b j e c t  t o  him as he r  'head.' 
Cbly where the woEan in her concrete pract ical  
rc la t ions i l ip  l ives xrlint c i ~ c  is by v i r t u e  of tile 
creature ly  existence g i v ~ n  ;;er in the  csea t ic i~  
is sl2.e 3 wonaa 35 Cad nennt :ier to be and still 
xu,7 . , A : ~ ~ S  -- h e  eta be .  + 4 

3 .,i.-,. v3 a f l  our f irct pnrents  trruns~!rc*;red the 

~ : . p i i c f% cor%rna~.l of Cod ccna:eming the tree o f  
;-no.;~led;.e of good and e v i l .  rhe ;:oi2.:n \:as first 
in e;je transjiressian. gu t  e:wn !:ere? t:ie iiea;ii:hipT' 
of  .4&zz,, i 5 riijcaied, as T 'j'iinc>?ri;y 2, 14 and hoxans 
5, 12 Eear o u t ,  in t ha t  sin and death are s a i d  t o  
have been brought i n t o  the  r:crid t h r o u g i ~  we It 
i s  t he  fall of Adan that i s  e s p e c i a l l y  s i p i f i c a n t  
f o r   he judment that cane upon a l l  t h e  world .  Gy 
t h e  f a l l  of our f i r s t  pa ren t s  i n t o  s i n  tiley a l s o  
invited consequences upan themselves, not least of 
a l l  in respect to t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s i ~ i p  to one another. 
Instead of nan be ing  j u s t  t h e  '*iieadf' of fhc woxnan, 
he now becomes lier despot ,  and the  orip,inal asso- 
c i a t i on  o f  Eve wit11 h d a ~  now becomes a subjugat ion  
t o  his desire "that  has an n l ~ c s t  oppressive power." 
(Crunnex) 

h%en the unregenerate human mind recog-nizes that 
this God-ordained "liephale-structure:' is saying  that  
the woman i s  i n  a p o s i t i o n  subordinate t o  the man, 
it can quickly take o f f e n s e  and read into Scr ip tu re  

~ i ~ a e  woman i s  relegated tc a secoiid-rate p c s i t i o n  
of  i n f e r i o r i t y .  Rut t h a t  i s  no2 the i n t e n t i o n  of 
Sc~ipture~ nor o f  Paul bcre in -p;:stlcular. Prof.  
1JrlLher-c Gar%zisch o f  t h e  ijisconsilz Lu theran  Seninezy 
I-TL i tes : 

r fk : i~  i S not  l o  L'E ~ l i i d ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ d ,  ! ~ O : - J C V ( ~ ~ ,  3.c 

if t h e  woman were ilif2ri::r. tc- " c h r  ma,?, 
thouglits  of s u p e r i c r i t y  and i n f e r i o r i t y  are 
out of  place i n  respect t o  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s l ~ i p .  
?-,re, . ~ r . ,  or, t h e  one i8and,  !!as ric ri:;2:lcr, f o r  :,y-jijr 

or  for belittiizg tllc woi!::m, and t j ie i.";jlan, 

or: t h e  other hand ,  ha s  110 reasor- t o  23 
i n f e r i o r i t y  campiex o r  tc. u n c ! r r t ~ s f : i j ~ ~ ~  r i le  

d i g n i t y  and impcrtncce of hrr ;>nsitian. ~ o d  
\itc~ild lia3:c hot21 men 3n:i ~~j.?imcn iooj; u:,on tjtc: 

l : o s i t i  on f o r  w?i ic i i  si;e b:c+ crca';ed as 2 113 

2nd gHsrious ar15-S 

f-* i r e  second cf the t w o  iiqp1crt.;i2t: pcss;_-es r c i e r r c i  
l" tse rerlier is I ?i,metl;y 2, 8-1-5: 

f want t k e  rcrn (6<erjas t c  pray ~ l ~ e ~ ; \ ? ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~  PC . 1 i. f:% 
-. .- i n n  up 1:oi.i i:a~:(!~. ifi i::iJfil! i).f 

C? 
"%-1 

%, 
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k ~ i  si.lenec, ccilplctf i y  suhfy:itl:iEg ! ~ e r ~ ~ f ; i  f:. 

1 don ' t  l e t  a rv.oman teach and have autilcr- 
; +.\, 
- . J  aver a man; she should l<eep s i l e n t  a 

.m,, ii!c reason i s  t h a t  Adl;jti 2~2s fnrmed first, 

 he Place  o f  g~7opszen i n  the isi fe o f  tile i'f,urch," 
sconsin Lutheran Quarter2 y , January 1969 ,  p. 39. 
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then Eve. And Adam wasn't deceived; the  
woman was deceived and s o  f e l l  i n t o  s i n .  
But ruomen, havine children, will be 
saved i f  they  l i v e  i n  f a i t h ,  love,  and 
h o l i c e s s ,  and use good judgment. (Beck) 

This Tinlothy passage, in a d d i t i o n  t o  recog- 
n iz ing  the "kephale-structure" from the  c rea t ion  
as a reason f o r  Pau l ' s  earl ier  (? )  p r o h i b i t i o n  of 
ruomen's speaking i n  the church, adds a second 
argument, namely the r o l e  which Eve played i n  t h e  
fall o f  the human race: i t  %as she krhlho w a s  de- 

ceived by tile t e m p t e r ,  no t  Adam. T h i s  revelati-on 

is not  made t o  exculpate Ada~n, a s  r:e have i n d i -  
cated before ,  b u t  to e s t a b l i s h  y e t  another basis 
f o r  the  subordina te  role that women are t o  have 
i n  the  church. The f a c t  tha t  a l so  this sin i s  

forgiven does no t  rule ou t  the recognit ion that 
consequences thereof me:? y e t  have t o  be endured 
t o  the  end of time any inore tllan the f a c t  t h a t  
navid was forgiven h i s  sin agains t  Bathsheba d i d  
not r u l e  out, h i s  having t o  see the  f r u i t  o f  h i s  
il%ici t union d i e  i n  infancy, 

A t  the same t i m e  t h a t  Sc r ip tu re  here refers 
t o  the ~~ioman's special ro le  i n  the f a l l  as having 
n bearixng upon the p r o h i b i t i o n  with which we are 
deal ing ,  it seems t a  us t o  h e  less than f r u i t f l t l  
to enter i n ,  as many have done, on specula t ion  
m d  rationalization i'f IIQW t h e  woman could be 
deceived in coztrast t o  the inan. Nor i s  there 
any good reason f o r  assuming that ~ v e ' s  s i n  w a s  
more heinous than t h a t  o f  Adam, f o r  he trans- 
gressed the saqe command of God as d i d  Eve. 
\?fixen therefore P a u l  i n  t h i s  passage first of a l l  
refers t o  the "kephale-structure" of creation as 
s ign i f ican t  f o r  the  prohibi t ion ,  he adds by way 
of f u r t h e r  enlightenment tha t  what transpired i n  
the  event of the t ragic  f a l l  in no way effected 

an abrogation o r  even inversion of t i ~ i s  arrange- 
ment. T h i s  additional argument adduced here only  
senres to i n t e n s i f y  Paul's stress on t h e  f a c t  that 
we are not t o  consider t h a t  God ha s  abrogated h i s  
ereational arrangement. 7 

The whole i dea  o f  ordo o r  T&(L~ therefore  re- -- 
mains a key concept i n  any understanding s f  the 
prohibitions of women's a c t i ~ ~ i t y  i n  the  clrurch; 

 his is nok t o  deny t h a t  the f a l l  i t s e l f  to& 
place rhrouyh an inversion o f  th f  s ~ w r a n g m e n t .  

'1n connf ction w i t h  a study o f  t i l i s  Timoth!] 
passage a certain B .  PJard P o w e r s ,  an Anglican 2r0m 
A u s t r a l i a ,  writes in interchange, No. 1 7 ,  1975 

P t h a t  he questions the-traditional assumption t h a t  
I T i m o t h y  2 refers primarily to a p u b l i c  w o r s h i p  
context, but sugges t s  s trong2 y that.  i t  refers t-c. 
a family context. and malies his arguments for this 
interpretation, a t  the close o f  which he says 
&hat t he  subject o f  the p l u r a l  verb fornr a t  the 
close o f  v .  15  is the man and w i f e  a ~ d  nat ivomen 
collective2 y. I I i s  t ranslat ion then reads : " V Q ~  
she .i e a i f  w i l l  be preserved 6hroughout 
the ( d a n p r o u s ]  t i n i c  of cllildKjearing if &%icy 
(the w i f e  and her hu~ha..and) con t i i i u~  i n  ftzFjitab an<$ 
-love arld hoiiness, wit11  madesty.  " i p .  58)  HE 
ayrc.cs t h a t  his pr in ia ry  a,npl icat ion o f  t h i s  pay- 
a q e  does not e x c l i l d ~  i t s  a~2gLic;t ioi i  to 2 chhilsch 
pr- -. a t ~ L b ~ t ,  -> *a a b u t  fzhat the  latter i s  here? to bc=. conz- 
s i d e r e d  an extensiorl o f  t i le Former ; ~ h o u  ~$1 admi t- 
t i n g  &ha& i t  i s  the norm far the man to l e a d  i n  
prayer  and public warskip,  hc w e v e r t h ~ l e s s  main- 
t a i n s  f i a t  this passage does not. f o r b i d  a warmn 
"to exercise a m i n i s t r y  o f  p r a y e r  and preaching 
i n  the congregation if she has  received the g i f t  
o f  G o d  &a d s  so," $p. 59)  
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tha t  Scripture teaches the subord ina t ion  of women 
cannot be  denied by anyone who accepts the  ~go rds  
in t h e i r  n a t u r a l  sense. David Scaer recognizes 
the  difficulty created by the use of t ha t  or  simi- 
la r  terns xghen he mites : 

The word ' subo rd ina t e '  un fo r tuna te ly  sug- 
gests t h e  master-slave relationship w i t h  
t h e  crack of t h e  whip i n  t h e  background. 
EIen greedy for  porqer have either t u rned  
the relationship around o r  intensified it 
t o  t h e  po in t  o f  ha t red .  Subordination i n  
nature has been placed the re  by God not  
t o  ind ica te  t h a t  smeone i s  more worthy 
than  a ~ o t h e r  sr t h a t  one should be des-  
p ised .  Subordinat ion i s  f o r  t h e  sake o f  
function anel welfare. 171e c h i l d  i s  sub- 
ordinate  t o  t h e  parents f o r  the child's 
welfare, not t o  punish the  c h i l d  or  t o  
benef i t  the  parents .  C h r i s t  i s  subord i -  
nate t o  God i n  carrying out  t h e  t a s k  of  
sa lvat ion.  Th is  does no t  degrade C h r i s t ,  
The one i n  t h e  superior o r  upper position 
exercises love t o  thsse i n  eke Bower posi -  
t i o n s .  mat 's why Paul says t h a t  husbands 
should love t h e i r  wives as Christ Pwed 
t h e  church. O f  course many do not  model 
t h e i r  family l ives  af ter  t h e  d iv ine  pat-  
tern and gr ief  must necessarily enwe. 
S t i l l  t h e  abuse of t h e  d i v i n e  p a t t e r n  
does not  
p- 

of t h e  -- 
because i i n  (emp 
Women pastors abrogate t h e  d iv ine  patterneUo 

 avid Scaer, "May Women be Ordained  
A Chr i s t ian  Handbo~k ow V i t a l  Issues,  pp 

-_____D_s 

- 24 - 

s Pas 
350f, 

The same author  then concludes h i s  very h e l p f u l  
a r t ic le  w i t h  t h e s e  ' E Y O T ~ S :  

The church i s  God's neiir family on eart21, 
Adam's race d i d  not qua l i fy  as God's 
sons,  and t h u s  i n  Jesus a new fanlily,  t h e  
church, h a s  been establislied. The New 
Testament uses t h e  tenB "liousehold of  t h e  
church,"  sugges t ing  t h a t  i t  i s  a family. 
I n  t h i s  family God's o r i g i n a l  designs arc 
no t  considered i n v a l i d  or  outmoded o r  
useless. Rather ,  i n  t h e  church,  Gad's 
o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n s  are again revived. 
God i ~ a s  no t  placed the label  o f  "NO GOOD" 
over h i s  o r i g i n a l  work, bu t  has revived 
i t .  The cllurch i s  tliercfore bound t o  t h e  
proper  relationship between t h e  man and 
woman es tab l i shed  by God and t h a t  i t  b e  
reflected i n  every th ing  t h e  church docs. 
The orda in ing  o f  ltiornen as pnstors ,  leaders, 
guardians,  bisllops, yes ,  ' f a thers '  o f  con- 
gregations i s  n o t  only  a delihesate break- 
i n g  o f  t h e  Scriptures o f  t h e  Old and P k t u  
Testaments, bu t  a direct  contradiction of 
God's plans i n  creaticn. It i s  going 
directly agains t  God. As C, S. Lewis 
s a y s ,  male and femnle may be equal bu t  
t h e i r  roles  are no t  exchangeable. 9 

f f any  of &he areicles  wiiich deal w l k h  the ques- 
Lion c f  rromen's place i n  the  churcli r ea l ly  frandle 
only  t h e  matrer of  t h e  ordination of women, o r ,  i f  
ehe ordination i t se l f  i s  not eonsidered so i r~por -  

tamt, of t h e i r  hc ld ing  the pastoral off ice .  ?Iris 
i s  the questian t h a t  i s  perhaps most easily 
answered, bu6 d e s p i t e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  S c r i p t u r a l  
answer chat  has been given i n  the Ci i r is t ian church 
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down through the  years,  w e  f i n d  t h a t  many churches 
have found it p o s s i b l e  6 s  explain t h e  S c r i p t u r a l  
concept away t o  their  satisfaction and o r d a i n  
clergy-women, 

IaJi th  regard to ~uther's p o s i t i o n  on t h i s  ques- 
t i o n ,  Peter Brunwer has neaely s r i z e d  t h e  5z3.md%e 

under nine p o i n t s :  

1, A 1 1  Cllr is t ians have the  s p i r i t u a l  power 
t o  praclafm t h e  8&3rd o f  God, and t h a t  

inc ludes  women, 

2 ,  In  the  assembled congregat ion,  only he 
may preahal~ t h e  Ward f ~ h o  has been called 

ts d s  so by the c l ~ u r c h ,  

3 ,  Only he may b e  cal l& dna has the a l ~ i b i t y ,  

4 ,  In detemt in ing  r\dletHaer one possesses the 
a b i l i t y ,  s p i r i t u a l  and na tura l  factors  

n u s t  be  considered, 

5, The subordina t ion  o f  t h e  woman t o  the m a n ,  
as had been estab?&ished in the Old Tes ta-  

ment, has not  been revoked i n  the Eew Testa- 
ment; rather i t  has  been. substantiated by the 
I!oly S p i r i t  through t h e  psonsuncements oar" t h e  
a p s s  ties, 

6 ,  The I b l y  S p i r i t  wsuld corrzradict Ffmself 
if Ee allowed wsmen t o  preach i n  the  

sewices of the congregation as long as there 
are to, were men present whom he has i n s p i r e d  th- 

7. The m, which must be here maintained, 
has a s p i r i t u a l  eharac~er; it i s  the work 

o f  the Moly S p i r i t ,  The moral a t t i t ude  ghat 
corresponds to t h i s  ordo i s  propr i e ty .  Neither 
the  ordo nor i t s  corresponding sense of pro- 
priety dare be violated,  

8 .  A s  long a s  tiie p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  holds 
t r u e  t h a t  there are men presei~t  

vilom t h e  I b l y  S p i r i t  has  i n s p i r e d  t o  
preach, i t  i s  n o t  p rope r  f o r  t h e  women 
to be  called t o  exercise p u b l i c l y  t he  
pas toral  o f  f i e e  , 

9 .  One can sa fe ly  assume that  the I!oly 
S p i r i t ,  i n  keeping with h i s  direc-  

t i v e s  in t he  E:oiy S c r i p t u r e s ,  r ~ i l l  see 
t o  it t h a t  capable  men are noC l ack ing .  
S?~ould t h i s  unusual c i  rcuns t-:lc~ never- 
theless preva i l ,  then -- but: then -- 
xnust wcmen a l so  preaci-k in eke ~ ~ m i c e ~  
of t i l e  cearagregatirjn, 20 

Later tile s a c  wr i t e r  p o i n t s  ou t  that w i ~ i i e  
no t  a l l  t h e  fnt!iers of 1,utheran ortliodoxy may 
ianve shared the  loftiness of Luther's p o i n t  o f  
view, nevert l~eless  they share Luther's position 
tha t  wonen are not  t o  h o l d  the  p a s t o r a l  o f f i c e .  
3x1 more recent times i t  laas been surprising, a s  
veli us r e f r e s h i n g ,  t o  see t h e  t i d e  o f  
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Appgal ing t o  a cornand of the Lord 
and to his a p o s t o l i c  a u t h o r i t y  P a u l  

teaches .$%lat the woman i s  not  in tended  t o  
31old a Teaching O f f  i c e  i n  t h e  church, PP 

2-3, t h i s  the  Flew Testament does no t  
t r ea t  as a matter s f  o rde r ,  b u t  x-at'sler 

:&:I a necesszry consequence c f  a csw~n~and o f  
t:lle l a w  and wi.%l of C h r i s t ,  based i n  thaz 
orde r  S S & ~ . C ~  God a l r eady  Pzid  d s ~ a ~  in Cre- 
~rioc and which i s  now r e a l i z e d  i n  C h r i s t ,  

4 . rrl- -,,s -ju orde r  Iras 2n inner, organic 

connee"%ioa wi t l a  the  Nesq T e s t ~ m e n t  ' s 
characteristic v i e ~ ~ s  csaf the  ehuretl, Cn the 
one hand i t s  members have become one in 
Christ; on t h e  o ther  H~and they  are d i f f e r -  
ent  fram one ansther ,  equipped asi th d i f f e r -  
eat g i f t s  and en t rus t ed  w i th  Bifferent 
responsibilities, 

15. The f ac t  t h a t  man and woman are d i f f e r -  
e n t  i s  a g i f t  o f  God, and i t z  i s  as a 

r e s u l t  o f  Godas &9i%E t h a t  t h e  man and the 
xg.cleFa9 have d i f f e r e n t  functions both  i n  the  
home and in the Church, 

"1t should be noted ellat in d e a l i n g  w i t h  
f Timothy  2 ,  1 2 ,  D r ,  Gier tz  avers t h a t  the ttpard 
~ L ~ ~ ~ K E L V ,  here used, a s  well as i t s  derivative 
noun G L A & ~ X ~ A O S ,  i s  a rather " p r e g n a n t  expa~~ssiop%,-'~ 
an a$most t e eh i ea l  expression ~ , ~ i t l ~  the meaning o f  
being teacher i n  the chtzreh and chax-ged by G Q ~  w i t h  
&he prac1amation of H i s  P:oxd, ( C d ,  a l s o  &he Grea t  
Commiss i c sn , )  I;? contras% he p i n t s  0ut t h a t  when 
A c t s  2 8 ,  26 records t ha t  i n s t r u c t i o n  was given by 
A g u i l a  and Priscilla to Apollos, t h e  word ~ E L S E V T O  
(expounded) is e m p l o y e d ,  

16, T h i s  difference does  not imply  less 
esteem f o r  the p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  woman* 

1 7 ,  The c a m n d  to subjeek oneself cannot 
be made the  norm f o r  Pegislatin8 the  

C%$UFC%I. 

18. 0x1 the ather  hand, the c h i e f  o f f  i ce  i n  
the  Church i s  t o  be arranged i n  a way 

t h a t  i s  conditioned by essent ial  CPlristian 
eansiderations,  

1 9 ,  In  t h i s  matter ~hrist's s ~ m  act ions  
and the d i r e c t i o n s  given by iTim 'Jere 

decisive f o r  the CIsurch, 

20- To t r a d i t i o n s  we cannot a t t r i b u t e  deci- 
sive significance, 

29, I f  we l o y a l l y  hold t o  $he S c r i p t u r e s ,  
then  on tfae one 41and we m u s t  say  Mo 

t o  the  question of rmrnen pastors, on the  
a ther  hand ce m a r s t  say Yes t o  a t~$-.i%.iza"&ion 
of exmen's a b i l i t i e s  i~ ti le  Claurch i n  a mare 
in tensive  -ii-ay th;."i9a has been tf:e prac t i ce  1113 
t o  now, 

23, L f  there is s e r i o u s  disagreement i n  
t h e  CI~urch about the  proper course aE 

action, ttacn t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  damand s f  us 
above ax$ th ings to maintain two th ings  
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inv io la te :  One is the u n i t y  of t h e  Church, 
t h e  o ther  i s  loving r e  a r d  f o r  a l l  se r ious  
qualms of conscience, 15 
In regard  t o  the  matter of w m a n 8 s  suffrcage 

f a  the church, wlaich i s  found acceptable i n  many 
c i rc les  %rIaere the  o rd ina t ion  a f  'idomen i s  pro- 
s c r i b e d ,  the matter o f  elear dec i s ion  may not  be  % 

as easy, Y e t  tlae f a c t  tlaat S c r i p t u r e  makes clear  
t h a t  i n  the s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  s f  the cS1ureki, as well 
as i n  the marriage relationship, woman is not  t o  
"have. autZhowitqrt' over the  man, b u t  i s  to be 
"in obedience," s u r e l y  p o i n t s  the way a l s o  i n  
t h i s  area, F r o g ,  I&n, IIenkel in an a r t i c l e  en- 
t i t l e d  "The S t a t u s  o f  Woman in t h e  P u b l i c  L i f e  of 
the  Csngrega t i o n ,  'ba%terc asking tlae question 
~ ~ h c t h e r  Tqornan may part ic ipate  act ively i n  the  
meetings of the  congregation , j s i n  the discussions, 
vote ,  be  a chairman, e t c ,  , repl ies  : 

I ansbJer, she may not, i f  t h e  subordfna t i sn  
under m w  19hi-ch is csm~anded i n  S c r i p t u r e  
would thereby be  suspended, God does a n s t  
want m n  and woman t a  face esclx stIter as 
a u t h o r i t i e s  sf e q u a l  rank, !ie does not 
 ant ~ ' ~ ~ o m i l ~ i l  t o  assert her will i n  oppos i t ion  
t o  the w i l l  of man, nor does %fe want a 
woman's vote on a ques t i on  of C ~ U T C % I  affa i rs  
t o  malce itself f e l t  i n  contradic t ion to that 
o f  her husband, I f  a congregation, however, 
consists only s f  women or if the men at hand 
are nei ther  capable nor willing to take care 
of church matters, then the women s t e p  i n t o  
t h e i r  (the men's) glace, O r  if a congrega- 
tisn meeting i s  considering things that t h e  
women understand better than the men, it 
~~oaa ld  be f o o l i s h  i f  the women w e r e  wok asked 
for t he i r  advice, It i s  not the  f i n a l  a i m  

sf t h e  Apostle to assure the  men o f  cer- 
t a i n  r i g h t s ,  t o  g lace  Ifmitations upon 
t h e  women, b u t  t o  p ro tec t  the  congrega- 
t i o n  from harm, t o  e d i f y  the  Kingdom af 
God, 13 

In responding t s  cantenpsrarp t rends ,  Qze realize 
$hat  we have d e a l t  alass$ e n t i r e l y  w i t l z  prohibitions 
r e l a t i n g  t o  women's place i n  the  ch~areh, a l s o  t h a t  ve 
have fa i led  to br ing  the kind o f  freshness t h a t  was 
ssught  by those who sugges ted  t h i s  paper ,  Because 
we are presently almost  inundated w i t h  the wave o f  
9;~01:1era ' s rilovemesgts sweeping over the cl~wclacs a s  w e l l  
as soc ie ty  i n  general ,  tllere i s  need t o  hold the 
l i n e  against  these attacks,  A t  the  same gime there 
is  great need t o  recognize and d i s c u s s  the S e g i t i -  
mate areas s f  work t h a t  Cad has  i n  mind a l s o  f o r  
t % ~ e  vJomen of t h e  church,  f o r  tisey, too ,  have heen 
redeemed to  serve, But that s e n i c e ,  t c s  be Cod-- 
p l e a s i n g ,  must be i n  accord v i t h  EPs good will 
and p l easu re ,  Play the  B ~ l y  Spirit tksus h e l p  us t o  
cont inue  the search! 

5 ,  5, ?",adson 
General Pastoral  Conference 
January, 1976 

"tvisconsin Lutheran Quarter2 y , J u l y  1 9 6 1 ,  
p ,  216 ( E n g l i s h  t ra rasPa t i~n  f r o m  an o r i g i n a l  German 
version, ) 
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DISPENSATIOHALISP'1: I T S  BECENNIISG - -- -----.-- 

Bispensatisnalism i s  o f ten  bel ieved t o  have 
o r i g i n a t e d  msng  the PIp(= .u t l3  Brethren w i t h  John 
'i3a~-l>y (born in 1800) as i t s  most prominent h a d e r ,  1 

Otl~ers %,pould sugges t  that t h e  beginnings of d i s -  
pensatisnalism are to be found i n  the C s ~ n t e r  
R c f  ormation "futurist" s g s s t e m  o f  prophet ic  ineer-  
p r c t a t i s n  as founded by Francisco Rdbesa (1537- 
3590) s f  Salmaea, Spa in  a t  a t i m e  when Itoman 
Gathsldcism sought  t o  s h i f t  t h e  Protestant i n t e r -  
preta t ion o f  the  i j a t i c l l r i ~ t  as f u l f i l l e d  i n  t h e  
c f i i c e  of  the Papacy ts that. of an i n d i v i d u a l  y e t  
i-c- -EX p r i o r  t o  Ch~iSt's s e c ~ n d  advent* 2 

careful .  s t udy  QZ C ~ d k  iiiord 1,-781% reveal, t h a t  
A- 1 ~ , i e  spf  rlt o f  dispensa t3onaIlsm ?;as a i ~ i s t s r y  
x~":-iich can be traced to 73ibPkeal  t i m e s , ,  ,yes,  even 
to the Garden sf Eden, As we leak c a r e f u l l y  a t  
t h e  temptation which the  serpent  he ld  out  t o  Eve, 
was f 2 not tPee temptation: "You -w.iL% be l i k e  God'' 
(Genesis 3 : s )  1 1J8s t ha t  no t  a temptation ts enjoy 
Gad" creation on one's mm terms, according to 
one" s ~ m  t i m e  sc l~edule  and on ehe basis s f  one's 
o m  w i s d m ?  I s  t h i s  not  ska~pBe maeerialism? It 
i s  my esntentisn t h a t  i t  is ~ h f s  same temptation 
ts %s$bPch the  dispensationalist succumbs, 

I n  t h e  days ~ i h i c h  l e d  up to t h e  j u d g ~ e n t  a f  
Gad In  the  F lood ,  we note  t h a t  man attempted t o  
live i n   ad's world  in h i s  oxt= imaral way, Evec 
af te r  t h e  Flood,  the  spirit o f  dispensationalism 
i s  t o  be seen i n  the buiId9ng of t11e tower in-  
f a c o u s l y  naqed EabeP, B g z i n  i n  the midst sf  $lie 
nlraele-f i l l e d  %;xgp.das 19e f i n d  crass and tf;an%c%ess 
forms aE me2terialism among the  Israelites, 1 2  3-2 
~~mrth noting tirat t h e  Israeli tes never souglat t o  
separate themselves from $ h g  c u t r ~ s r 6  f o m ~ s  o f  
their religious r e l a t i o n s h i p  .i.ric'E~ t he  Lord ,  
n e i t h e r  d%d they  deny o r  r e p u d i a t e  Uis name, 
They were most happy t o  be ~od's ''c!~oslzn p e o p l ~ '  
as long as they  cauld have t h e i r  rna~erfa l i s t ic  
desires f u l f i l l e d  on t h e i r  oxm time schedule 
(Zxodus P6:3,28; $ 7 ~ 3 ;  32:1; 'lt~mbers 2 P : 4 ) ,  It 
is kikew-ise o b v i ~ u s  tErnt apart  from tire "remnant,:' 
the people  of God PosZced t o  " the  land f l ~ ~ ~ i n g  
wit51 milk and honeyi' e ~ i t ' b l  the materiahistic d r ~ a m  
s f  a kingdam s f  Gsd on e a r t h ,  \Pe esnast 0vex1o~k 
tIte f a c t  t h a t  PlosesP greatest G~EJQSI"&IB cane 
from, those ~ 7 1 1 0  res is ted his insiseence upon the 
s p i r i t u a l  nature  of the people  o f  God $ ? J ~ ~ ~ n b e r s  16 : 
1-3 ,41) ,  Even the judpent o f  God in t h e  ease s f  
the  f i e r y  serpents xaas o f  such  a nature as t o  c a l l  
God's people $0 an abJareness $hat t h e i r  r e l a t ion-  
s h i p  to the  Lord Gad was a s p i r i t ~ % a $  one based on 
f a i th  (lfIurn.laers 21:9,  JoIm 3 ~ 1 4 - % 5 ) ,  Taie fureher -  
more see i n  the book s f  Deuteronomy lbssess f i n a l ,  
fervent a p p e a l  to the  people to be  one ~;fi~icIz cal ls  
"khem to avcid the sine of a dispensatj-onal-material 
naeure Ln f aver of a spiritual-csv~2nant relation- 
s h i p  ~ ~ i t h  the  Lord Cod o f  Israel QDe~tero~omy 5:1 -271 ,  

The h i s t o r y  o f  God's pesple in the  books of 
J~sh i i~a  and Judges give ample evidence t h a t  the nation 
as a whole opted for a dispensational-mteria1 view 
o f  the  promised Band, They believed themselves t o  
be i n  t h e  final and ultimate dispensation o f  a 
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a% kingdom o f  Ca8d on ear th ,  It i s  obvious 

d on ly  b r i n g  the  de t e r i s r a t i on  and degenera- 
~ l ~ l , i ~ h  f ollswed, 

S Z $  to s a y ,  t h e  dfspensatisnai s p i r i t  o f  man 
ntinucd t o  exist -=ong G:;r;d% ppesp%e, It was 

in t h e  seeking o f  a k3ng t o  r u l e  them in 
s i t i o n  t o  t h e  theocra t i c  r u l e  o f  God tPbir0~8h 
s and prophets ,  It w z s  even seen In the 

re jec t ion  of God's  f a i t h f i i l  p rophe ts  iiim i n  love 
and csmpassi~n cal led  out  t o  t h e  people  o f  God 
ca l l i ng  them back to their coqd-ena~t rclat ioar ts l~ip 
to tIte Lord,  Jus t  think o f  the hear t fe l t  and 
B~via"ag c r y  o f  God tl-iirough the  pr~p'rtcg: I:aekie%, 
" A s  P live9 declares &he Lord God, 'I take ns 
p leasu re  i n  the dea th  o f  the tgis,!ced, b u t  ra ther  
khae t h e  t~ icked  t u r n  from his way- and l ive ,  Turn 
back, t u r n  back from your  e v i l  ways: 1~3y  then 
~ a i l l  you die, 8 hause o f  Israel?" (EzckieB 33 : E l )  , 
%I,idc o f   erem mi ah's refrain as he warned the 
people  a b s u t  t h e  sin of d i s p e n s a t i s n a l  views af 
6s-e s-,a, C, TemnPe o f  Jerusalem, "Do not  trust i i n  the  
deceptive words, '?This is the temple o f  the Lord,  
t!re t emple  09: t h e  L s r d ,  t h e  t emple  of t h e  L o r d , ' ' '  
CT h T i i ~ : l k  <if h o ~  &Ire pe%,sp$e sf Cod turned t h e i s  

cry 05 God aga ins t  dispensational views was made 
clear by such watchwords as Lo-ruhamah (her ~81s 

---me--- 

had no t  obtained compassion), Lo-ammi (not my --"---".. 

people) f ram I-fosea 1 :6 ,9 ,  SXaear-jashub (a g.ema%an& -..------- -- - 
shall1 seturn) from Isaiah 7 : 3 and Flalser-silaPal- -- ----- --.- 

hash-baz ( S w i f t  is the b s s t y ,  speedy i s  the  prey) -- -- 
of Isaiah 8:1 -4 ,  It is  a clear f a c t  of t h e  01d 
T e s t m e a t :  the dispensational views h e l d  by the 
people of Israel deprived t f l e m  of the  covenant o f  
salvatiosaa through f a i t h  in t he  'Tessiah as t h e  
r u l e r  af t l e  Kingdom o f  Gad. They were no l onge r  
Cod's  people ,  no longer the ob jec t s  o f  E i s  com- 
passion,  --soon t o  became t h e  p r ey  of tineir ewe- 
m i e s  as t h e  jud,?ent sf Cod,, ,on ly  a remnant 
t ~ o u l d  r e t u r n , ,  ,on ly  a remnant: 

Thrsuglaout $-,he P3ew Testmeat, $he s p i r i t  o f  
d i s p e w s a t  remains evident, T h i s  s p i r i t  
i s  evidez~e i n  the I>eliefs o f  the scrikies, PLiarS- 
sees, Sadducees and E%erodians, and even the rank 
and f i l e  Israeli tes a s  t hey  were gufded by tlie 
scribes and Pharisees, Ts these groups  sf people 
.,,ie must also add t i l e  SCmarftans ~q110se concept of 
t h e  kingdam o f  Cod was a l so  d i o p e n s s t i m a l  (Jslln 4 : 
1 9 4 P ) .  Both John &he E a p t i s t  and Jesus would Tzave 
had g rac ious  recept ions  i3y t h e  Israelites i f  eiiey 
had only bov~ed and conformed t o  the dispensational, 
Nessianic expectations s f  their timeg I f  on ly  John 
had not referred t o  the  Pharisees and the Sadducees 
as a "brood o f  vipers" (EIalttilew 3 : 7 ) ,  if only Jesus 
had consented to be a ' bread king', (John 6 : 15, 
26-27), f f  only Jesus had no t  offended the scribes 
and Pharisees (Flatttlexr 15 : 12, IAs:tkFi 11 27-48) , i f  
only  Jesus 'idou%d have i d e a t i f f e d  the ' Kjngdom o f  
God'' with t he  T ~ m p l e  a t  Jerusalem and t he  theology 
of the  scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees (Luke 17: 
20-21, i f  only  Jesus had given a s ign  fromileaven 
(?lark 8~11-13) -- s u r e l y  Jesus o f  2lazareth r ~ c u l d  
have been t h e i r  Messiah* Because Jesus would not  
accammhada$e H i m s e l f  to their mater ia l i s t i s  dicpen- 
satianalisw, the Israelites not only  exeluded 
thensehes from H i s  Kingdom9 b u t  they k i l l e d  the 
Lord of Glory, It becomes elear ghat sucIa 
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materialistic, dispensational views of Christ's 
k ingdm are always destructive s f  the  Gaspel  and 
its cent ra l i ty  in the Kingdom o f  & g a d ,  

DISPENSATI(PNfi$:S5!I: ITS  HISTORY 
~ ~ - - ' - - - - ~ - - ~ - -  sl-a_-ops.-- 

Since m a t e r i a l i s t i c ,  d ispensat ional  no t ions  
about the  Kingdom s f  God are a n a t u r a l  outgrowth 
of man's t i i~inking,  we obsesrare a cc(nlrinrnatiofn sf 
dispensatkcs~a-Pism also in the ea r ly  churcfa and 
down to t l ~ e  present day,  Because earky foms  of 
d ispensat ional  and millennia% ideas o f  t h e  Kingdo~n 
of God came from Je-2zisl-r sources, t h e  hugsbury, 
Confession, a r t i c l e  X V I I ,  i n  i t s  eondc~~na t i sm of 
ataillennis%ism and dispensationalisn direces  i t s  
csndemrratiow against "certain Jewish op in ions ,  '" 
For exanple, i n  the Jewis l l  apscraplaaB book 2 
Esdras  (7 :26 f f . ) ,  t h e  fo l lowing  materialistic 
v i e w  o f  ~hrist's kingdom appears :  a t i m e  of 
F i n a l  tP ia l ,  the coming h3f the llessiah, tlie warn- 
i n g  of the  nat ions  against  I f f m 9  Wis defeat  o f  t he  
nations, t h e  descent o f  the  heavenly Jerusalem, 
the gat l~er i rpg of t he  d i s p e r s e d  Israelites, 430 
years re ign  sf the l.Zessiah, seven days s f  absolute  
s i lence,  the renewal sf  the  wor ld ,  t h e  genera l  
resurrec",isn and t h e  Last J ~ d ~ ~ e n t ,  It i s  i n t e r -  
esting %o note t hag  when Jews become csnverts t o  
(231ris t ianf  ty , ~I-iegp very often maZntain thei.r 
m i l l c n n i ~ l  vie-is. hone;  them are f ranz  Delitzsch, 
Ernst  Rengsten7:erg and Alfred Edersheim, 

Anong those favoring dfspesasationaP and mi$- 
Iennial  theories in the  post apostol ic  era were: 
t he  E p i s t l e  o f  3amal~as, Cerinthus (Book o f  Enoch, 
Tese=ent o f  t I ~ e  'Fs.~elve Patriarchs) Pap i a s ,  Ircn- 
aeus, Eusebius , Y ~ s t l n  k f a r t ) ~ ,  T e ~ t u l l i m ,  the  
Montanists and Nepos, an Egypt ian bishop from t h e  
middle  of the t h i r d  century. These theor ies  were 

v igorous ly  r e f u t e d  b: Gaius, a R a m a n  presbyter  
;'ha w a s  the  first  notable  opponent o f  sue11 millen- 
niaL theor ies ,  and %he flexandriaat t heo log i ans  
( p a r t i c u l a r l y  Origen and Dionysius o f  Alexander). 
A l a t e r  and most able opponent of mi l l enn ia1  
t h e o r i e s  w a s  Jerome, 

During the  m i d d l e  ages, the s p i r i t  o f  dispen-  
s a t i o n a l i m  found i t se l f  a very favorable environ-- 
ment i n  the supers  t i t i o r 1  B i b l f  cal ignorance and 
s p i r i t a d  mysticism of the time, L t  i s  r epo r t ed  
t h a t  "apoca lypt ic  pa r t i es ' '  ?ere f r e q u e n t l y  found 
d u r i n g  this peri.od of time.' Among such "entllu- 
siasts;" we note t h e  bnabap t i s  ts , whose c;tlSiasm 
was condemned i n  a r t i c l e  .Xi7$'8: s f  t h e  d~gsbadrg 
Ceafession. It was tfacir dispsnsatiksnal s p i r i t  
~~~''kaic'n l e d  tkzem ts j o i n  the Peasants' Revolt which 
took p~ssessiesn sf  611e c i t y  of 'FIuenstes under tIte 
phrase "the r e i g n  s f  the sa in t s ,  '" 

During t h e  Counter Refamatisn, Ribera (as 
previous ly  mentioned) found In  dispensatkona1ism 
t h e  means t o  tu rn  ehe identification of the  ,Bmti- 
christ from the Pope t o  t h a t  of an ind iv idua l  I n  
t h e  f u t u r e  i n  h i s  comentary on the  Book o f  Reve- 
lation (ca. 1500) .4 Thi.s " f u t u r i s t "  view o f  t h e  
Antichrist was po l i shed  and popu l a r i z ed  hy the  
great a p o l o g i s t ,  Ca rd i sa l  BePIaminc (%5[+2-1621) 
of ~ t a l ~ . S  

In  s p i t e  af t h e  csndennatfsn o f  chiliasm by 
%he Augsburg Csnfessfsn, several Lutherans cane 
to enbrace eewets of d ispemat ional ism i n  t h e  
form of millennialisme6 Among t h e  P ro tes tan t s  
o f  Europe who espoused foms  o f  mfllewnialfsm r e  
xneet Jacob Boehe and t h e  many connected w i t h  t h e  
P i e t i s t i c  Tbvemenk such as Jacab S p n e r  and 
Joachim. Lange, both  LutB~erans, and also JoRann 
Bengel, w l ~ o  defended h i s  milfennislisn in h i s  

e n t a v  an Reve%a%isna 
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In England the  acceptance of Pdbera's futurist 
in terpreta t ion came wi th  the  Oxford movement through 
such n s ~ a b l e  men as Samuel R e  Iwhitland (1792-$866), 
J m e s  M e  Todd (8805-1869) and John Henry Neuman 
($80%-1s90), Other  leaders o f  rnillennialisnn out- 
s ide of the Oxf ~ s d  l iove~eat were Edward I w i n g  
(1792-1834) among whose followers (througll "tongues" 
and "prophet ic  utterancesi') came the  i dea  of the 
raptuse x*~hfcR was added ts t h e i r  dispensational 
view, This revelation c a e  by means sf  a  cama an, 
r!ii;s Pfargaret P'tacdsnald of  P a r t  G%asgow, Scot1  and, 
The i dea  of t h e  "secret" p r e t r i b u l a t i o n  r a p t u r e  
was added to the dispensational theory by the 
Plynouth Gret1:ren i n  the  1833 'se8  The most con- 
spicuous leader of t h e  Brethren movement w a s  John 
Kelssn I)arl~y (PEfba0-1882) by wl~csse name t h i s  d i s -  
pensational v iew came t o  be icnor$m as ~ a r b ~ i s m . ~  
It was Garby ~;;rha brought  the movement t o  Canada 
and the United States ,  

Under the  influence o f  Darby and the  Brethren 
?lsvemcnt, ewer, great  woxkcc were produced in t h i s  
c o t ~ n t r y :  "Jesus ---- Is --- Cornins" -. by 1". C. Blackstone in 
1873 and the Scsf i e l d  Eeference B i b l e  by the Xev, 

-..- - ------- ----------- 
CIx- :Ees  PngerssBl Sco f i e ld  i n  1909, IJ i thout  a 
d s ~ t l t - ,  the ScoEie ld Ylefesence B i b l e ,  now also i n  ----- -- ---- ---- --- 
s revised *~ers i sn ,  has done mare t c  propagate  
d i spens ;~ t iona l i sm axon3 Protcstanes in %he United 
Sezates than ziny s t h e r  sisagle fac tor ,  b - ~ ~ s t h e r  
notable  ~ r o r k  s t i  %I avai.la'b%e in fundamrntaal i ~ t  
I~ot&, FKarcs I s  Tile Crcatest Iioorie on i ; ispensational --- - -- - -- -- - - - ------ -- -4 -* 
Trutl l  i a  Tile rdorld by a 'eve @lapence Larkin of ----- -- -/-- 

Fni ladc$phia  in P92C and 1920, T h i s  vo%~ane i s  
valuat~le  i n  t ha t  i t  lprsvides many, d e t a i l e d  charts 
o f  the  dispensational system.'' Tire k e y  chart of 
the dispensat ional  system i s  the  one entitled 
"Right ly  Dividing The iibrd of Truth.  "13- For a 
more smprekensive s tudy  of the  h i s t o y  of dis- 
pensatisnalism, one might  consul t  Present Trut11 - 

PP -7 

September, 1974,  Concordia g c l o p e d i a  under t h e  
-p ----- 

s u b j e c t  " l l i l lennial ismi '  and xi_4.?%%pnJ& -,C)$:%dJ?? by 
Gearsrge L ,  ? fur ray  (Baker Book Iluuse, 1360),  

i\fore recen t ly ,  .ere discover elnat as o r  ttlodox 
a r i s t i a n s  we not  on ly  have t o  dea l  wit1-i the dks-  
pensationalisn of t h e  Sco f i e ld  Reference B i b l e ,  
hut a l s o  a "warmed over'. and a popu l a r ,  t l r i 1 l i n n t l . y  
' redressedi' disy7ensationxlisn wlliclr identifies tire 
prophecies  of Xevelation, Daniel, Ezekiel, e tc .  
'~~ft?Lt current  p o l i t i c a l ,  eceansrriicel and moral t r e n k  
and events. lylost popula r  amon:, moder-n-day dispen- 
s a t l o n a l i s t  ile.:ii:ers j s i4ial Lini'se-t~ 17LtI2 :ILL ( :-i2 -' ate ---- 
Great Planet  Ear th  Satan Is Alive and I-?ell 7'kaereQ s -.-- - *-,--- ,----- 9 ,..-- ------- ---.-- ---9 - --- --.-.-... 
A !:eti 1-lorld Coming ( G i q e n t a r y  on l ievelation) and 
_I_ -- - --- 
otl lers ,  One dare not  t r ea t  these nsodern dispensa-  
tisnalists e s i t h  indifference vd-aen w e  cons ider  the 
f ac t  t h a t  Lindsey's 'hooks are nov s e l l i n g  by t h e  
millions and Scof i e l d  1:eference Li ih les  arc i n  great  
use ,  even in non-dispensational ch~.irc$r_es, FFz~ottaer 
f o r c e f u l  leader o f  dispcnsationalism xJ!;la f ~ n s  n o t  
only authored a boolc (Guide To ~ u r v i v a l )  propagating 

_______a_) --* - ----- 
h i s  vierus, bv  t a lso  so l i c i t s  congregations f o r  
speaking engagements coming equi-pped w i t h  a L i l m  
t o  s l m w  the f u l f i l m e n t  o f  h i s  dispensational views 
in modern Palestine, i s  Sa l em Xirhnn. According 
t o  my observation,  it would secx that- i lardly a 
Cllristian home llas been s p a r e d  some ccnfrontat ioia  
w i t h  dispensationaLism in SOFE form, It is not at 
all uncomon t:o f i n d  Lindsey's book i n  the l i b r a -  
ries and i z o ~ k s  %ores o f  esnsem~%tix~e  Lutheran 
c a n ~ r e g a t h s n s ,  N e i t h e r  i s  i t  uncs~rs3an to f i n d  
these bisoks in t h e  'naoaes o f  t h e  members of 
congregations, books o f t e n  given 'by f r i e n d s  who 
in t'raeir evangellatic zeal are most anxious ts 
slrare $heir  "new found tmth,"  In  such t ines as 
these i t  behooves us to be prepared t o  ansbJer these 
popular ,  false teachings. It furthermore behooves 
us  to educate and warn the  members of our congrega- 
t i o n s  about such heresies and how they w i l l  lead us  
away from the centrality o f  the Gospel i n t o  useless 
speculat ions about t h e  Last Days. 
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complicated system by x d r f  ch the d i s p e n s a t i s n a l f  s t s  
have attempted t o  f o i s t  a man-aade c!lronology upon 
the Bibli@al aceaunt of tile L a s t  D a y s ,  



In  dea l ing  w i t h  any vicx~ o f  G i h l i c a l  -kite+- 
Fretatinn, i t  i s  abso lu te ly  essential thaf ae 
,p:;a%p;fne e11e b3si.e a , s ~ u x ~ ~ t i o n s  'i.fhic!-i u n d e r l i e  sue!: 

' Y' 7 :  - ,  - r-1 t:le ease of d j  :,y3.c-r,~:~tf r,~n;;3Jstp< ~.t.;f. 

3;rr;y discusslonr: w i ~ i ?  the.; have reveoled tlir 
fcllopzi.ing &s-argn;2rions ra:l~'iiicl; cc:r:ribiii:c to tile 
E ~ T O T  of  this Li.nd o f  esefia"%clcgy: 

" 
t . - f:$ y$ c2, 

.* - 
-, a. ,,, ,,,- ej, g3,rnmand ~f CGd k~ hdcnzify -..-..-...- a l l  

+?.- -iLc r;lr~phecy of g: i : : l e ,  12 !;'roill.d Sc 
no9-,ze< j l c ~ e  eftat we aqree .t,;;-a$ elrie (.'?,?.*-i. ...* s A. *. -A. e * - - r  *.J t', r. i - 3 5 ~  = * & -  

.-l:erll.d be cogx:%zank-. of tire fui.fi:l,-- 
!T 6~ v: 

d -. " I _  - 
q-f-L c;f t i - ~e  gT. tllc t~irf ips  (:i.3-tt11p.y.? 24 ; 

37-22> I LY .-I -a a Ir; 1~ j .ew  of c-le I1rox.;tintx: <,A ;t2846tlje~: of 
* * 

::.\j~j; SX~TIS ., - a $ 3 2 ~  (l'i.,~::i,stf,an s.;tlszp_:%$ IPe 
Q;;attke;BJ 224:44). X - { ~ T , - - T * -  .!L def, a, ~2.ref  TI^ S Z U ~ . Y  

c-if $Izc s ~ r i p t ~ ~ e s  Wil$ irldi--ate t1:at $:vie 

=-* ,,,,,..,, -. -%- + 2 f* T s,l-al: * j-den&ifi.ca%i.o:l of s p e c i f i c  pro- 
y;l~~ecl,es i.s t h e  gas!: of ou3: de;2as Lor$ thyo~xgh 
3 i:im;, 1 -.: re-gelagion of elre I ? ~ r d  , T ~ ~ j . , ~ ~ k ; .  f cj3: 

$-A ~,..,.1-ZC13Pk~4.e, .-*: tz'ke O.fj:pIi rel>t-:i2.16:pc-i t - ~ ~ r d ~  e".f .[:lie 

.gi$j.e, ' ' 1 ~ ~ ~ 7  th2-s took place ";lzt g;ilil;:t 

,:,ias speI:a:rl bv t h e  i : % i ~ ~ ~ g ! l  p r ~ p % e t  
snighe: be f u l f  i l l e d i i  (:tatthew 1 :22), See 
ez=%so l,$att%re;a; 3 ~ 3 ,  4;14; $3~17; 1,%:%0; %2::ia7+, 
40; 13::%,4,35, etc, 8s i t  not 2he &ask ~f 
Gsd to 3-dentify the f u l f  i4~atent sf these 
r ; , sphes l ,es?  dl"" And were i t  na t  f a r  such reve- 
lation Eroraa the? Lord i n  H i s  written 'IJsrd, 
there wsuPd be many proplxecies Lef t  

unidentified by man: t i a t thew 2 ~ 1 5 ,  17-18; 
1 2 : 4 0 ;  21:16,42;  2 7 ~ 4 6 ,  !Lark 12 :36 ,  Luke 23:  
3 4 ,  John 2 ~ 1 7 ;  12:15; 19:36-37 and Acts 1:20. 

4 .  A r a t iona l i s t i e  view o f  the EibXe 1'11ich 
insists t h a t  every prophecy o f  tlre Lord 
can be understood and i d e n t i f i e d  by lluman 
reason,  sometimes an "en1 igl l tened '  Illaman 
reason F~ti~icln comes very  close  t s  the rider, 
of special revelation, 

5. A conviction t h a t  man h a s  t i le  d g h t  t o  
"date" and flirt w i t h  t h e  '-tiries" o f  our  
Lord's Second ndvent. Tfost dispcnsa- 
t i o n a l i s f s  cannot resist t5e tenptation 
t o  be  $ 'daters,  

6 .  An - a -- p r i c r i  - - -- asournptinn t l i 2 t  almost a l l  t i l e  
prophecies  o f  t he  Lost Things are t o  bc 
taken I i t e r a Q I y ,  

Once one panders  the  nature o f  tltese assuxptions, 
one can  more r e a d i l y  understand iiot; t h e  dispensa- 
tionnlist can h o l d  with such t e n a c i t y  t o  h i s  way o f  
i n t e r p r e t i n g  Scripture, 

Time does not permit the  individual t reatment  
cf each facet o f  dispensationalism. I have chosen, 
t l~erefore,  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  three most popular  
teachings o f  dispensationalislrr  i n  sur t i m e :  %he 
Rapture,  The Great Tribulation, and The Xiillenniun, 

The dispensational view o f  the  Rapture  has a s  
its basic passage I messalonians 4 ~ 1 4 - 1 8 ,  wit11 
add i t iona l  references to T i t u s  2:13-15 ("~lessed 
hoPe1'15) John 1 4  : 1-3, M a t  thew 24 : 39-42, Luke 17 : 
34 -36 ,  and I Corinthians 15~50-58 .  According to 
the d ispensat ional  vietu, these passages speak of 



In  dea l ing  w i t h  any vicx~ o f  G i h l i c a l  -kite+- 
Fretatinn, i t  i s  abso lu te ly  essential thaf ae 
,p:;a%p;fne e11e b3si.e a , s ~ u x ~ ~ t i o n s  'i.fhic!-i u n d e r l i e  sue!: 

' Y' 7 :  - ,  - r-1 t:le ease of d j  :,y3.c-r,~:~tf r,~n;;3Jstp< ~.t.;f. 

3;rr;y discusslonr: w i ~ i ?  the.; have reveoled tlir 
fcllopzi.ing &s-argn;2rions ra:l~'iiicl; cc:r:ribiii:c to tile 
E ~ T O T  of  this Li.nd o f  esefia"%clcgy: 

" 
t . - f:$ y$ c2, 

.* - 
-, a. ,,, ,,,- ej, g3,rnmand ~f CGd k~ hdcnzify -..-..-...- a l l  

+?.- -iLc r;lr~phecy of g: i : : l e ,  12 !;'roill.d Sc 
no9-,ze< j l c ~ e  eftat we aqree .t,;;-a$ elrie (.'?,?.*-i. ...* s A. *. -A. e * - - r  *.J t', r. i - 3 5 ~  = * & -  

.-l:erll.d be cogx:%zank-. of tire fui.fi:l,-- 
!T 6~ v: 

d -. " I _  - 
q-f-L c;f t i - ~e  gT. tllc t~irf ips  (:i.3-tt11p.y.? 24 ; 

37-22> I LY .-I -a a Ir; 1~ j .ew  of c-le I1rox.;tintx: <,A ;t2846tlje~: of 
* * 

::.\j~j; SX~TIS ., - a $ 3 2 ~  (l'i.,~::i,stf,an s.;tlszp_:%$ IPe 
Q;;attke;BJ 224:44). X - { ~ T , - - T * -  .!L def, a, ~2.ref  TI^ S Z U ~ . Y  

c-if $Izc s ~ r i p t ~ ~ e s  Wil$ irldi--ate t1:at $:vie 

=-* ,,,,,..,, -. -%- + 2 f* T s,l-al: * j-den&ifi.ca%i.o:l of s p e c i f i c  pro- 
y;l~~ecl,es i.s t h e  gas!: of ou3: de;2as Lor$ thyo~xgh 
3 i:im;, 1 -.: re-gelagion of elre I ? ~ r d  , T ~ ~ j . , ~ ~ k ; .  f cj3: 

$-A ~,..,.1-ZC13Pk~4.e, .-*: tz'ke O.fj:pIi rel>t-:i2.16:pc-i t - ~ ~ r d ~  e".f .[:lie 

.gi$j.e, ' ' 1 ~ ~ ~ 7  th2-s took place ";lzt g;ilil;:t 

,:,ias speI:a:rl bv t h e  i : % i ~ ~ ~ g ! l  p r ~ p % e t  
snighe: be f u l f  i l l e d i i  (:tatthew 1 :22), See 
ez=%so l,$att%re;a; 3 ~ 3 ,  4;14; $3~17; 1,%:%0; %2::ia7+, 
40; 13::%,4,35, etc, 8s i t  not 2he &ask ~f 
Gsd to 3-dentify the f u l f  i4~atent sf these 
r ; , sphes l ,es?  dl"" And were i t  na t  f a r  such reve- 
lation Eroraa the? Lord i n  H i s  written 'IJsrd, 
there wsuPd be many proplxecies Lef t  

unidentified by man: t i a t thew 2 ~ 1 5 ,  17-18; 
1 2 : 4 0 ;  21:16,42;  2 7 ~ 4 6 ,  !Lark 12 :36 ,  Luke 23:  
3 4 ,  John 2 ~ 1 7 ;  12:15; 19:36-37 and Acts 1:20. 

4 .  A r a t iona l i s t i e  view o f  the EibXe 1'11ich 
insists t h a t  every prophecy o f  tlre Lord 
can be understood and i d e n t i f i e d  by lluman 
reason,  sometimes an "en1 igl l tened '  Illaman 
reason F~ti~icln comes very  close  t s  the rider, 
of special revelation, 

5. A conviction t h a t  man h a s  t i le  d g h t  t o  
"date" and flirt w i t h  t h e  '-tiries" o f  our  
Lord's Second ndvent. Tfost dispcnsa- 
t i o n a l i s f s  cannot resist t5e tenptation 
t o  be  $ 'daters,  

6 .  An - a -- p r i c r i  - - -- asournptinn t l i 2 t  almost a l l  t i l e  
prophecies  o f  t he  Lost Things are t o  bc 
taken I i t e r a Q I y ,  

Once one panders  the  nature o f  tltese assuxptions, 
one can  more r e a d i l y  understand iiot; t h e  dispensa- 
tionnlist can h o l d  with such t e n a c i t y  t o  h i s  way o f  
i n t e r p r e t i n g  Scripture, 

Time does not permit the  individual t reatment  
cf each facet o f  dispensationalism. I have chosen, 
t l~erefore,  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  three most popular  
teachings o f  dispensationalislrr  i n  sur t i m e :  %he 
Rapture,  The Great Tribulation, and The Xiillenniun, 

The dispensational view o f  the  Rapture  has a s  
its basic passage I messalonians 4 ~ 1 4 - 1 8 ,  wit11 
add i t iona l  references to T i t u s  2:13-15 ("~lessed 
hoPe1'15) John 1 4  : 1-3, M a t  thew 24 : 39-42, Luke 17 : 
34 -36 ,  and I Corinthians 15~50-58 .  According to 
the d ispensat ional  vietu, these passages speak of 



a r apcu re  i,z%iereby a14. bel ievers  in Christ ~ . l i l l  1x3 
cauglnt up i n  the  e l s u d s ,  the dead in C l r r i s t  f i r s t  
Q7'tI:he F i r s t  !<esurree.$isn Saints") and then all 
believers on earth ("the Translation Sain ts" )  -16 
The believers will renain there dur ing  3anielPs 
"~even~ietk Week\~pPLsich will inc lude  t h e  seven 
years o f  the Crca$ Tribt lEat isn,  During this 
per iod  of time t he  h t i c l a r i s l  w i l l 1  r u l e  t h e  earth 
and all tire J e w s  of t he  twelve tribes of Israel . ? ~ ~ a l  -.* 2 be converted by ,Tudme%r& ?;urni~cr Tfaree  and,  

aceordix-zg? t o  some, the  w i tnec s  of t Le  Rexnant, 
LIE the end of t h e  Great- f ' r ibralat isn,  C S r r i s t  will 
r e t u r n  ( "T t~e  Revelation") ~ i . ~ i t l t  %'is sa in ts  l i t e r -  
a l l y  to X t ,  O l i v e t  :,to carry ou t  Judgment I?unb%ix 
Forxr and us'Lrer i n  the TEiPlenniulsr,. Tb.e comfort 
o f  tile !Xapture is t o  be  found in an escape from 
6he seven years s f  the  Grcag: 'Tribulation. 

The question o f  concern in tttis - d m E e  matter 
is 1 s  a 1-et us ed;a:4ine t h i s  
eeczpis t  v l . 2 ~  in the l l g l ~ k  ~f S c r i p t u r e .  

Z T"iessa40nians < : 14-1C As w e  loo%& at tZ~is 
Faysage, re no"% ekat t'i?c:sc wsrds are intended 
as  : ? O P ~ S  832 comfort concerning those believers 
"~>,YI~CJ h a d  dicd, T h e  ssntcxt o f  these X + I Q ~ C X S  were 
in anslfer ts the  quest ian ,  "\%at alsoaxt the 
dead in the L ~ r d ? "  It anpezlrn tbzt a:iaay a~ktng 
the ZItessaL~nians lssI+.ed f o r  C?:lrZc s?jt 's r c e t ~ r n  
w i t h i n  their l i f e  times, some so s u r e  t h a t  I f i s  
regurn bras ss close at hand tha t  l abor  and 
d i sc ip l ined  l ives  were not  necessary $11 Thes- 
sa lonians  3:11-13), But some be l ie*~ers  had by 
this time died, n u s  the question, Upon read- 
ing  the  passage c a m f u l l y  the  dispensational 
idea s f  t h e  Rapture is fore ign to the  t e x t ,  
FOP t h e  word "cta~ghk. upP' (harpap;asomeths) means 
ts snatch,  sieze, Eake suddenly or vehemently, 1 7  
I n  i t se l f  the  word bears no spec ia l  meaning so 
as t o  establish a doctrine o f  a Rapture p r i o r  t o  

the Second Corning s f  Clrrist, Rut ssr tlac con t ra ry ,  
the  word pictrrre conveyed by this -e;~sed is much in 
l-taxnnsny wi t f a  the p i c t u r e  of OUT Z1~rd ' s r e t u r n  as 
a " th ief  in t h e  n ight"  (I Thessalonians 5 : 1 - 2 ) .  
 TIP^ primary p u r p s e  o f  t h i s  passage is to .provide 
cda~rlfort (v, 18) to those who l~ave l o s t  dear ones 
("wile have f a l l e n  asleep i n  J e sus "  v. 1 4 ) ,  no t  
to provide a tlhronslagy o f  the las"k%kinps, T h e  
o n l y  h i n t  of a cllscsszolagical na tu re  i s  that  o f  
t h e  dead r i s i n g  f i rs t  (v. 1 6 ) ,  rrliiclx i n  t h e  l i g l l t  
of t h e  analogy of f a i t h  speaks s f  t h e  firsi$ o f  
t h e  events on the  of- OUP Lord9 5 Secoald Coming, 

The Dispewsationalist makes mucll sf the f a c t  
o f  being ' 'caught up togetiser w i t 2 1  t l ~ e m  in t he  
c louds  (nephelais) . . . i n  tlae a i r "  i n  verse f 7 ,  
"r"d~~~~cver, it is interesting t h a t  the passages 
~ i h i c h  speak of s u r  Lo rd ' s  Second Caning are 
tlaose ~ahieh. speak a l s o  of the e l  stads r Daniel  
7 :Is, Siatthew 24 :39, Acts B :".Bl19 
1: 7 ;  14 :94-16,  Once again nre no te  the Tact t i i a t  
there is not a s i n g l e  reference f w  t h i s  t exk  

i Y which speaks of a Rapture separated 13y a pcrxoc 
o f  tixe from our  LordP s Second C o ~ ~ i n g ,  

One of the  incredible  parts  of  dispensation- 
alisn i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many o f  its d i s c i p l e s  
ho ld  t o  a "secret r ap tu re  I' Plste tlre i l lb to t ra -  
t l o n s  o f fe red  by ~ i n d s e ~ . ~ ~  But a cu r so ry  read- 
i n g  o f  the t e x t  makes one wonder: how c a r e f u l l y  
the  d ispensat ie~nal isgs  have seudied the t e x t ,  
The account recorded i n  the t e x t  i s  a very noisy 
one; note t h e  "shout" of t h e  Lord i i imself ,  "the 
voice of the  archangel" and "the trumpet of Cod,'' 
Bow a$l of t h i s  can take place and still. r e ~ a i n  
secret i s  beyond imagination, It is t h i s  kind 
of B i b l i c a l  i n t e rp r e t a t i on  t h a t  has been an 
embarrassment even to the d i s c i p l e s  o f  dispen-  
sationalism, even causing some ts reject  the 
system altogetlaere 1 9  
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2 : 13-15 This  passage,  l ike  many sthers -"- * -*-___I - e m - -  

used as references, s ays  a b s o l u t e l y  notfminr;., 
abcu t  a rapcure o r  "appear ing '  of C h r i s t  which 
is  separate i n  t i m e  f rom t h e  Second Coming. It 

speaks most clear ly o f  t h e  "blessed liope" o f  
t h e  Second Coning of Chr is t  f o r  e;~iiicsh a l l  C f n r i s -  
t i a n s  wait x ~ i f z h .  eager expectaticn, 

klzn 14 : 1-3 Fcre aga in ,  a !?ea:ltifuI, coinfortinr! 
?__--ID ---.--- s - 

statement  sf the  Savior aLout !;caven is t ? r i s t e d  
%a suppor t  an e s c a p i s t  vlev of er-;s.':~,agto~c?r:f:~ fine 

:~onrie.scs how a disprnsatinnafist 170uld use ~ I I G S C  
passages f o r  f u n e r a l  t e x t s .  1s he consis tent  to 
the p a i n t  &bat. he  cmforts  his hearers by  ca4.if.n: 
them t o  t h e  belief in t h e  !Capture, and then a 
re tu rn  $0 t h e  e a r t h  f o r  the  m i E l e m i w . ?  I f  he 
i s  s f  f e r i n g  such ' 'coxfort ," 5.7h236 a tragecly Izas 
come t o  t h e i r  churcikesl 

Ibat thew 24 : 39-42 Alrmcd ~ i t 1 - r  the prc-co~~ceived 
__^--_--_^____ I - __m_ 

i d e a  of tile ' taptare wIli~3:l f irst  came by t t i r  
spec ia l  revelation of "ton:,ucsF4 and ' ,ecstat ic  
uttcranscs," the dispcnsatianalist reads his 
13re-cosxcepticrna i n t o  every r,assage he can ( t h i s  
is not  t o  doubt his s i n c e r i t y ) ,  A careful reed- 
1% of the text  in its contc::t revcals no i ?np tu rc  
pric~r to the Secsnd Cornin? of the I,srd, In  fac t ,  
the texf speaks of tiae Second Ccs~ning 05 C h r i s t  
and tlae judgment w'i~icgk.~ X O ~ ~ O T J S ,  Pt is interest-  
i n y  $0 note that  t h e  verb in. t h i s  irrseance i s  not  
ehe gla-arpazea of 1 Thessalonians buk ra ther  ----- 
parala~banet:i- ( take to onesel f )  , indicating t h a t  . - - -- ----- 
there i s  no technical  Greek word in the  $Jew Tcs- 
tament wl~Ec%s. in i t se l f  means the Nor 
dare one pbaee too muell emphasis ugsn the idea 
"one i s  l e f t  (aphetai) ,E' T h i s  ~ ~ o r d  means ts 
leave, give up or abandon. Tile context te l ls  
us such a person will be l e f t  t o  receive the  
jtldgnent of Chr is t  rlpon unbe l i e f ,  '-and s h a l l  
c u t  h i m  in pieces and ass ign h i m  a place ~ d t h  

the  h y p o c r i t e s ;  weeping s h a l l  be there and the 
gnashing of t e e t h "  (Flatthew 24:51) ,  Xote a l s o  
t he  context  i nc ludes  t h e  t h i e f  concept wllich is  
Biblically d e s c r i p t i v e  of ou r  ~ord's Second 
Coming. This text simply does not  t e s c h  a 
~apture! This judgment :.iu::t b e  made about  t:ie 
p a r a l l e l  passage Euke 19334-36. 

I Corinthians 15:50-58 Rere a ~ a i n  another  heau- --.-- ------- - - ---- 
t i f u %  t e x t  of comfort f o r  t h e  bereaved Chr i s t i an  
has been mis in t e rp re t ed  by t h e  d i s p e n s a t i o n a l i s t  
t o  po in t  t o  a Rapture.  Upon investigation r u e  
f i n d  t h a t  the  t e x t  speaks i n  t h e  same way as d i d  
I Ti~essa lonians  4 :14-17. Once again w e  no te  t h a t  
t h e  coming nst be secret: or s i l e n t  ( " for  the 
t r u m p e t  of God w i l l  sound"). Pfeither eszkll t h i s  
be an in t e rmed ia t e  p a r t  of chronology f o r  we are 
t o l d ,  'in a moment, in t h e  twinkling of an eye ,  
a t  t h e  l as t  t r u ~ . ~ ) e t "  (I Corinthians 15:52). 2iis -.- --.-_ 
i s  t he  v i c t o r y  of Christ on tile L a s t  Day, "the 
v i c t o r y  through ou r  Lord Jesus C h r i s t '  (verse 57) . 

t!o mat ter  how many "proof texts"  thc dispen- 
sationall~ts o f f e r ,  a careful emminat ion  t ~ i l l  sisow 
that such texts f a i l  to mention o r  wen  h i n t  at a 
dispensational Rapture separated by a p e r i o d  of 
t i m e  from t h e  Second Coming of C h r i s t .  

According t o  d i s p e n s a t i o n a l  teaching, with t h e  
Christians having been " rap turedf '  away, only  t h e  
unbe l iev ing  world and t h e  nation of Israel ("the 
elect" of FIattherv 2 4 ~ 2 2 )  will remain on earth t o  
endure the re ign of t h e  Antichrist which w i l l  pro- 
duce the  seven years of the Great Tr ibu la t ion .  
This per iod  of t i m e  i s  cons idered  t o  be the last 
o r  "seventieth week" of Daniel 's seventy ~ ~ e e k s  
(Daniel 9:24-271,  the sixty-nine $reeks tAking place 
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f ~ o m  145  E.C. t o  t!ie b i r t h  oE jesusa2' As S c r i p -  
i.erral suppgrt t h e y  o f f e r  dThe E 0 9 1 ~ v ~ i n g  ];jhlic;?;l 
~cfereneaea : Tte.erelaSFo-w. 6 : 1-19 : 21,  Ifat  tile\^ 24 : 
21-22, Jerer~iah Sfl:4-7, Ezekie l  2219-22, Kaiaehi 
3: 1-3, ZecTrariaIl 43 :9 ,  Daniel 12 : 1-2 ; '3 : 20-27, 
and Jae% 1:15 : 2:1; 3: 14, Leg us look a t  these 
passages : 

ZevePatioa 6 :I-$3:21 It i s  claixcd by the dis-  
,__-__^ ----__ -- - 

pensa$$esnalise tilat this seceiaw of Revelation 
cleseribes a $ribulation x ~ ! s i c ! ~  talccs p l a c e  c h i l e  
the 'ksain$ssV are r ap tu r ed  avay, tE-ang: is, tfre 
Cilurch i s  i n  tleaven, Xfris is maintained bc- 
cmse,  they  claim, t h e  church i s  not  ~entioncd 
Ilere. Pa r t i cu l a r  reference i s  m d e  to 6:15-17, 
SGL%I 3x2 interpretation i s  ranacccp$a!~%c inasmucka 
as t::1ese c l~aptc rs  of Revelation dea l  ~ ~ i t i l  God's 
j u d m ~ c n t  U P Q ~  t h e  ear th and tile ~snbel icvers  0% 

clkk"; wcr ld  , Faxrttre.i-mare, the G ~ P J ~ C I I  is meatianed 
* -... -= - -.- -- - - -  

sn e a r t h  7:B-3 and in lleaven 7:9-17. Kc. are $o ld  
? - en- ~ ~ - ~ - . s e  are  the ones e,"tls come ou t  of' the grezt 
tsfXrul,~;tion, and they have washed t h e i r  robes  
and ~-2_;lrte them ~:hf te in the  blood of ithe Lambt' 
(v. 1 4 ) .  Fate that  they cane "out of t h e  ereat -- -- 
erril:uletiosa' (ek tas thPipseas  tas rcszgalar) , 
I c  does not  say @hey escaped t h e  great t r i b u l a -  
t ion ,  H31ile t h e  judpent o f  Cod continues in 
t h i s  V I S ~ C B ~ ,  WE meet tile church again i n  I~eeven 
14 :I-5 and a lso  on earth 14 :6-13, I n  no verse 
o f  t h i s  t e x t  are we t o l d  e41~1.t the  bel iever  x : i f l  
escape the  times s f  t r i bu%at$sn ,  b u t  rather i t  
i s  made el-ear that  these t f ~ e s  s h a l l  be  t r y i n g  
fa r  t h e  Christian ( 1 4 3 )  with t h e  encouragement: 
"Iirre i s  t h e  perseverance o f  the sa in ts  wh.lhn keep 

L__------- 

the  comandaents o f  God and t h e i r  f a i t h  in 
Jesus"  " 4  :12), 

Matthew 24:21-22 I Ti l i s  passage i s  often quoted 
apart  %ram i t s  context ,  But even tinen i t  i s  
worth noting that the text  does n s t  say anything 

about t he  s a i n t s  be ing  spared  t h e  t e s t i n g  s f  
the great t r i b u l a t i o n ,  Dispensationalists 
understand "the elect" t o  be  t h e  Israeli tes T.J~LB 

are being r e f i n e d  and tes ted  and converted Ear 
tlaefr en t r ance  i n t o  the millennium t~Ilen the  
' '~evelsa t i sn  of Christ w l t l r  E i s  s a i n t s  ' '  occurs  
t a t  t h e  end af  tfae t r i b u l a t i o n ,  The d i spensa t i sn -  
alist f a i l s  ts understand o r  accept tile fac t  tha t  
God in prophecies  suc91 as  t h i s  Pstsks  daxm the 
c o r r i d o r  s f  t i m e  as only  t h e  csmniscient Lord can 
do. E?e sees here the destruction of Jerusalem 
in 30 A.D,  A comparison of t i l e  paraSEel  passage 
in .  Luke $9 :4 l -44  rnalies the identr l f  l .cat isn s f  
this event rather c lear ,  even to t h e  p o i n t  of 
t h e  siege-mounds b u i l t  around Jerusalecr p r i o r  ts 
i t s  f a l l .  But ou r  T.ord sees still more khan Eis 
f d f i l m e n t  sf j u d p c n t  upon t h e  unbe l i e f  of 
Israel ,  H e  sees the h i s t o r y  of nan from t h e  
po in t  of t i m e  i n  ' ~ ~ h i c h  'IFe SPOI~C u n t i l  tfae end 
of t h e ,  Pt i s  likewise i n t e r e s t i n g  to no te  
tilat here in t h i s  passage, daere an order  of 
t h e  events leading up to the h s t  Day i s  given,  

- 

t he re  is no mentian of a raptl1x-c pr:i.or t o  t h e  
caming s f  Chrisg in j u d p e n $  and no escape frm 
t h e  t r i b u l a t i o n ,  Ins tead ,  t h e  Lord g r w i o u s l y  
"cuts  shor t"  t h e  days f o r  the sake o f  t h e  "elect' 
( t h e  believers) who languish under t h e  t r i a l  of 
t h e  t r i b u l a t i o n ,  

DispensationaBists refer ts 
ess" as the  a f f l i c t i o n  of the 

Jews during the  tribulation. Tiowever, t h e  con- 
t ex t  aa%aI~es clear the f a c t  t h a t  "9acobas dis-  
tress" was the destruction of Jerusalem by t h e  
forces of Nebuchadnezzar and of fe rs  the  hope of 
a promised restoration after seventy years. 

zek ie l  22~19 -22  While it i s  h e l d  by dispensa- 
t tEais is a prophecy of the  trial 
ing the t r i bu l a t i on ,  a study sf  

- 49 -- 



f ~ o m  145  E.C. t o  t!ie b i r t h  oE jesusa2' As S c r i p -  
i.erral suppgrt t h e y  o f f e r  dThe E 0 9 1 ~ v ~ i n g  ];jhlic;?;l 
~cfereneaea : Tte.erelaSFo-w. 6 : 1-19 : 21,  Ifat  tile\^ 24 : 
21-22, Jerer~iah Sfl:4-7, Ezekie l  2219-22, Kaiaehi 
3: 1-3, ZecTrariaIl 43 :9 ,  Daniel 12 : 1-2 ; '3 : 20-27, 
and Jae% 1:15 : 2:1; 3: 14, Leg us look a t  these 
passages : 

ZevePatioa 6 :I-$3:21 It i s  claixcd by the dis-  
,__-__^ ----__ -- - 

pensa$$esnalise tilat this seceiaw of Revelation 
cleseribes a $ribulation x ~ ! s i c ! ~  talccs p l a c e  c h i l e  
the 'ksain$ssV are r ap tu r ed  avay, tE-ang: is, tfre 
Cilurch i s  i n  tleaven, Xfris is maintained bc- 
cmse,  they  claim, t h e  church i s  not  ~entioncd 
Ilere. Pa r t i cu l a r  reference i s  m d e  to 6:15-17, 
SGL%I 3x2 interpretation i s  ranacccp$a!~%c inasmucka 
as t::1ese c l~aptc rs  of Revelation dea l  ~ ~ i t i l  God's 
j u d m ~ c n t  U P Q ~  t h e  ear th and tile ~snbel icvers  0% 

clkk"; wcr ld  , Faxrttre.i-mare, the G ~ P J ~ C I I  is meatianed 
* -... -= - -.- -- - - -  

sn e a r t h  7:B-3 and in lleaven 7:9-17. Kc. are $o ld  
? - en- ~ ~ - ~ - . s e  are  the ones e,"tls come ou t  of' the grezt 
tsfXrul,~;tion, and they have washed t h e i r  robes  
and ~-2_;lrte them ~:hf te in the  blood of ithe Lambt' 
(v. 1 4 ) .  Fate that  they cane "out of t h e  ereat -- -- 
erril:uletiosa' (ek tas thPipseas  tas rcszgalar) , 
I c  does not  say @hey escaped t h e  great t r i b u l a -  
t ion ,  H31ile t h e  judpent o f  Cod continues in 
t h i s  V I S ~ C B ~ ,  WE meet tile church again i n  I~eeven 
14 :I-5 and a lso  on earth 14 :6-13, I n  no verse 
o f  t h i s  t e x t  are we t o l d  e41~1.t the  bel iever  x : i f l  
escape the  times s f  t r i bu%at$sn ,  b u t  rather i t  
i s  made el-ear that  these t f ~ e s  s h a l l  be  t r y i n g  
fa r  t h e  Christian ( 1 4 3 )  with t h e  encouragement: 
"Iirre i s  t h e  perseverance o f  the sa in ts  wh.lhn keep 

L__------- 

the  comandaents o f  God and t h e i r  f a i t h  in 
Jesus"  " 4  :12), 

Matthew 24:21-22 I Ti l i s  passage i s  often quoted 
apart  %ram i t s  context ,  But even tinen i t  i s  
worth noting that the text  does n s t  say anything 

about t he  s a i n t s  be ing  spared  t h e  t e s t i n g  s f  
the great t r i b u l a t i o n ,  Dispensationalists 
understand "the elect" t o  be  t h e  Israeli tes T.J~LB 

are being r e f i n e d  and tes ted  and converted Ear 
tlaefr en t r ance  i n t o  the millennium t~Ilen the  
' '~evelsa t i sn  of Christ w l t l r  E i s  s a i n t s  ' '  occurs  
t a t  t h e  end af  tfae t r i b u l a t i o n ,  The d i spensa t i sn -  
alist f a i l s  ts understand o r  accept tile fac t  tha t  
God in prophecies  suc91 as  t h i s  Pstsks  daxm the 
c o r r i d o r  s f  t i m e  as only  t h e  csmniscient Lord can 
do. E?e sees here the destruction of Jerusalem 
in 30 A.D,  A comparison of t i l e  paraSEel  passage 
in .  Luke $9 :4 l -44  rnalies the identr l f  l .cat isn s f  
this event rather c lear ,  even to t h e  p o i n t  of 
t h e  siege-mounds b u i l t  around Jerusalecr p r i o r  ts 
i t s  f a l l .  But ou r  T.ord sees still more khan Eis 
f d f i l m e n t  sf j u d p c n t  upon t h e  unbe l i e f  of 
Israel ,  H e  sees the h i s t o r y  of nan from t h e  
po in t  of t i m e  i n  ' ~ ~ h i c h  'IFe SPOI~C u n t i l  tfae end 
of t h e ,  Pt i s  likewise i n t e r e s t i n g  to no te  
tilat here in t h i s  passage, daere an order  of 
t h e  events leading up to the h s t  Day i s  given,  

- 

t he re  is no mentian of a raptl1x-c pr:i.or t o  t h e  
caming s f  Chrisg in j u d p e n $  and no escape frm 
t h e  t r i b u l a t i o n ,  Ins tead ,  t h e  Lord g r w i o u s l y  
"cuts  shor t"  t h e  days f o r  the sake o f  t h e  "elect' 
( t h e  believers) who languish under t h e  t r i a l  of 
t h e  t r i b u l a t i o n ,  

DispensationaBists refer ts 
ess" as the  a f f l i c t i o n  of the 

Jews during the  tribulation. Tiowever, t h e  con- 
t ex t  aa%aI~es clear the f a c t  t h a t  "9acobas dis-  
tress" was the destruction of Jerusalem by t h e  
forces of Nebuchadnezzar and of fe rs  the  hope of 
a promised restoration after seventy years. 

zek ie l  22~19 -22  While it i s  h e l d  by dispensa- 
t tEais is a prophecy of the  trial 
ing the t r i bu l a t i on ,  a study sf  

- 49 -- 



:he context reveals t h a t  it. i s  the j u d p e n t  of 
Cod upon the unbelieving people  of Jud& and was 
xittered b e f o r e  the f a l l  of Jcrusra%.er!:a in 587 E , C .  

"zlacl;i  3:L--3 The words "pur i fy  t h e  sons of Lcvi" 
_O ____PI_ 

a re  f u r t h e r  prsof P m  the $zspe%is~$Pondi-sk t h a t  
h i s  idea of the r e f i n i n ?  aad ~ s n - ~ e r r i o n  of %!re 
.Teb~r.; v i ' l l  take p lace dur-Lng: t h e  great  t r i b u l a t i o n ,  
G i spensn t io r~3 i i sn ' s  fu:ii',nmc:i tal nis  take i s  tile 
f a i lu re  to understand the t r u e  meaning of  Eke 
"churelt'' of both  @Id  and P:e~i 's"eatx:icwes, Tlla 
ce.x%,text and tlte P,ox-d (:\'ia$thew 11 a: ~,.a?,e clear 
the f a c t  that t h i s  passage 3s a ps:as?pl;ccg of the 
gorerunner, Jchn the C a p t i s t ,  8r.d the potrerfi l l  
effect  o f  h i s  prenctning of  rcperttance upsn a l l  
rflo carfie f.o h i m ,  Jexr and G e n t i l e  (soldiers) so 
tiiat h y  the "baptism o f  repentance f o r  tile fo r -  
glvencsn o f  s i n s "  Clark 224)  a l l  lzcn might be- 
c ~ m c  sons of I,cv%,' Is tiais not  t h e  ve ry  
p c i n t  Joiin so~rgi i t  t o  ~ s i i t i  r&:hen !IS s a i d  t o  the 
Pharisees and Sadducees,  'And d~ not s a p p s e  
tiint: you car. c a y  t o  yo r~ r se lvec ,  '!ye have  Abrnh~~rr, 
.for our fatller; '  f o r  1 say t o  YOU, th;?t. Gad i s  
able from tklcse stoms te raise up el~ilclrcn ~ 9 - p  

,k'-"@~al-na%lz" (T.httl:e~~;r 3:9)?  

Zechariah P3:9 These are not the  JEWS elnder %Its  --""--- - - ---- ------- 
dispensationali .s t  ' s t r i3~;~lz i r ion .  :"!lcr,e arc the 
remnazt of wlr icli the O l d  'Yes,$an~:r?en t proplie ES 

spe,zk so of ten  (Isaiah 43,  7:  3, l'osea 1 : I0  :% :I 
e te ) .  Kate also the  f ac t  tha t  tZle ccsatect i s  a 
prophecy o f  t h e  passion o f  C h r i s t  (verse 7 )  as 
f ulf i bPed  i n  Efatthew 26 : 31 and "afalp.4: $4 ; 27, 

-r* * t ,qan~el  $2:1-2 Were we h;3'rb-e tTae same t r i b u l a t i o n  
---" -- - - --- --=- 

apaent3"oned elsek~lrere i n  the  Bib2.e .,, TIae reader 
o f  Revelation will no te  many very close parallels 

9 P even 20 t h e  "sealed bocrk," the c ry  of "Yoxq long,  
the "time, times and ha l f  ,'"he elect being saved 
and verse 13 being i n  essence the  same as 

Eevela$ion 2:10, But there i s  no mention of a 
t r i b u l a t i o n  between a rapt tare  and a mi$%eranium 
d u r i n g  w l ~ f  ch t l x e  a41 the  Je.c..~s will l i $ c r a l l y  
be converted, 

Daniel "920-27 I l i spensat ional is ts  have del igl l ted -- 
i n  the seventy weeks OE Daniel,  They i n t e r p r e t  
them gene ra l ly  in t h i s  way: 7 weeks of the 
Ttessiarric P e r i o d ,  62 weel~s d u r i n g  %~Irieh Ser-tn- 
salem \ a i l 1  b e  b u i l t  ( the  s n i r i t u a l  clakasch of 
the T!ew Testanent1 , 1 veek o f  Chr i s t "  l i f e  
and death and rest~rrectiern to the cnd of t i r e ,  
The context rsf the passage 190~1d l ead  tlac Cltrrls- 
tian ~-:'-ts b e l i e v e s  t h z t  the  G i b k e  interprets it- 
s e l f  to the conclusiern t h a t  DznieIgs 70 weeks 
are the 70 weeks (years) of  c a p t i v i t y  (Jereniall 
25 ; 12) , A t  t h e  tine o f  t h i s  ~ ~ r i t i n g  it :gas 

near the end of tha t  c a p t i v i t y ,  lilxegetically 
onc c s u l d  a l s o  t ranslate  t h i s  passage to read 
"seventy severas'' as aye incfcf i n i  te  p e r i o d  of 
t i m e  measured by the  numt~er of d iv ine  pcrfec- 
t i s n :  seven, 

Joe% 1 :15 ; 2 :I; 3 : I 4  To use  ,passages such as -..- -- - - --- -- - 
these t o  PPOVC the disp~nsational system i s  
interpretat l .ow at i t s  T Y O ~ S % ,  These passages  
are  s imply  the c a l l  t o  repentance and the warn- 
i n g  o f  t h e  day sf j ~ d m ~ e w t  t o  those who do not  
heed &he word of the Lard wit la  a v i e w  of t h e  
Last Day and the Churc'E~, Triumphant no t  unli2:e 
those of Xat t isew and Revelation r 

Suck a dispensa&iona% view s f  t h e  Rapture and 
the  Great T r i b u l a t i o n  misses t h e  a;r'$xs%e po in t  o f  
the book o f  Xevelation: a call t o  khe believers 
t o  remain f a i t B ~ f u L  i n  spite of t h e  Great Tr ibu la -  
tLaw ~ r h i s h  will. be preceded by increas ing apss t acy ,  
l a~~ le s snes s ,  i m o r a f i t y  and p o l i t i c a l  opposition t s  
the  t r u e  Church, To hold  $0 the dispensational 
v i e w  of eschatology one must deny the  theology of 



:he context reveals t h a t  it. i s  the j u d p e n t  of 
Cod upon the unbelieving people  of Jud& and was 
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_O ____PI_ 
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zhe Cross ,  Y e t  S c r i p t u r e  teaches the theology s f  
t h e  Cross: Ijuke 13 :23-24, John 16 :33, Acts  1 4 : 2 2 ,  
Rolr~ans 5:3; 8 : 3 5 ;  12:%2, I Corint'rzians 1:4; 7 : 4 ,  
1 TI-gcssaSsnrSaaras 3 :%L Revelation 1 :!I ; 2 : 3 ,  
1% Csrint:lians 12 : 7-16, 

D l  spe r~sa t iona l  is2 e s ~ o ~ ~ s e s  a yreoiL%~~nizl 
vie:? wi th  a grea$ d i s l i k e  f a x  ~>-ees~-nillenninLisi"7,~ 22 
C j  ce-+pLes cf disypensati0~131i sz believe i n  a l i tera 'a 
3-,030 year rei71-i o f  Chr ise  on eart%r riiitPii  a. con-- 
sserted Israel as  61ae ktead s f  the natlsns, ?hey 
base t'hmeir bel ief  on Rev~IatBsn 2 3  :4 -5 ,  15th a. 
l i t e r a l  i n t e r p r c t a  t i o n  oE t5i.s passaqe, t 5 e y  xezd 
their premillerssnialisn i n t o  a Biost o f  C i l t L e  r~ss- 
sages: 1% Peter 3 ~ 8 ,  Revelation 5 ~ 1 3 ;  k9:14, 
Colazssians 3 : 4 ,  1 TlaessaBoa i~~s  3 : 1 3 ,  HI TZ-;cssrz- 
Ioc ians  1 : 7-10, 11 TirrssEf-ty 2 : 12, Luke  2 : 31-33, 
Sleuterscowl:~ % 8 : % 3 ,  i-ratthe%,: $ 3 ~ 4 3 ;  25:53-34, 
zD ,. -,,ria11 .- 5 :23: k4:%6-21 , Sfcbretss 2 :5, f 'zcltie$ 
43 :I"-$ * c i  ;? 1 - 13_ : lb7 : 13- l i  : 2 : ~  L:-jcaPi 4 :I--&, Israel  
35 : 3 - 2 ,  hnss 9 ; 13-15, l1znie.L 2 ; 34-35,44, 1% 
s l ~ ~ ~ ~ l d  be noted, t l o~~eve r ,  t4ast ~ : $ t l : ~ u t  t l ~  I.Ztera% 
1,059 years o f  Ievelation 20, t h e  jrrc~iXl.enniaBis6 
cannc?t have h i s  d i s ~ ~ e n s z C i c n  syctern, 

11:; we Posk 2 t  2e~elat:i.on 2r:) :a+-G we re~:e:;~ber 
t h a t  t h e  bssl ,  sf  Revelation, l i i cc  secticsns of  
Daniel, Ezekiel ,  Zecllariah and "lat t i l@w 2 4 ,  i.s 
apoca lyp t i c  i n  s t y l e ,  I n  other ic i s  riclr 
in s jm!?s l ica l  imagery, has sharp continas t 25 5e h-x:ce~l 
good and evil and uses nu.r:~I:ers a lso 9:s a syznbolica3- 
fashisw, If we o n l y  v:lexr t k e  nurql~crs sf Revelation, 
IJfi? h a ~ e  a good example of i t s  s3qiholie n2tr;re: 

3 the nu~223.e~ o f  God - t h e  T r i n i t y  
4 the  nufiber o f  the ear th  - Nosrtl'ir, E a s t ,  

Sautln, &Jest, Rev, 7:1 

7 the sugn of 3 and 4 (God and 'riis creation) 
as the s p b o %  o f  d i v i n e  compk t ion  
Rev, 1 : 2 0 ;  8:1-2 

6 the number of man seeking t o  be l ike  God 
( 7 )  , b u t  always f a l l i n g  s i ~ o r t  Eev.  13 : I 8  

10 t h e  number of completion ( in oensra l )  
12 the number s f  the Clnearela s f  bo th  Old  and 

:tex3,r T e s t a ~ e n t  Yev, 21 : 12 
3'2 years = 4 2  months = 1263 d a y s  = Eanicl's 

" t i m e ,  t imes a-nd a iaaEfii = the 6Jew 
rn ~eslament age 

113 not  a l l ,  a l i m i t a t i o n  3 y  Cod 

It s h o u l d  be rlated tha t  n:pi~ltjp%es of tllc a1:rive 
nu~1l)ers a rc  f a r  the sake of i n t e a i ~ i f i c a t i s n ,  Fo r  
o:arple, t h e  nunker c f  iqan in 13 :I5 i s  n o t  nierely 
6, but: 666 to s > ~ i ; j o l i . ~ c  i t s  lr~~irianiirp s t r a i n i n c  ~o 
i3c l ike God, b u t  no t  ruccecdinr ,  ?'lie 24 elders 
represent the eil-rlrcsi the tat;l:l. cf t h e  
12 t r ibes  of t he  Q l t l  T e z k z ? e ~ r t  a g d  t h e  12 d i ~ c i ~ l 2 ~  
of t l ~ e  ?Jew Tcstanent ,  'il:e t0ta4i x l r ~ r n l ~ ~ r  of the 
Churcll  is 12 2. 12 (the numiir-r of t!:c cl;urc!i) ;; IT; 
x 10 x 1.0 ( t h e  n u r l c r  of ronp1c.t-i on) = 14L. ,~ '1C tlie 
sym.ho%i-eal ncri~kver Cpz tkl-ie s-2i.s 0: 211 B , P @ l f e v ~ ~ ~  iri. - s Jesus C k i s t ; ,  F:x~~?a / ~:>e_lr~kies fi: kls-ia h- jgor 
arc rep&-%spnEa$lx~e $pf the ~+?_olc @i2uxcia G f _  C h r l : . ~ , ~  
or1 e g r t l r ,  ?;ate i.l:;:, ti:c years of ~ n p e i \ r i ~ y ,  
pine 91) t.zEeks of '-- iXanie:P and t h e  7 x 70 sf Jesus ec 
'i\ r r t e r  ( t ~  dercrii:e crxplete f o r g i v c ~ e s s ) .  if :llc 
nunbe-s sf X e v f s l p t d s q  arc used pi,T:i s I ~ Z J Z - ~ ~ C  $12 

t h i s  bock of 1311~ Ei l ;? . i  and i n  c t ! r~rs ,  hot; d a l e  i a i e  

a r b i t r a r i l y  say t i l e  ? ,OOU years  :Ire to be under- 
s tood  literally? Furthernore, i f  take tile 
1,000 years l i t e r a l l y  what about  the  rest o f  
ltevelation 29'2 If we a-ere t o  do s o ,  it i-o~i?,: i:e 
a strange interpretation indeed, I n  line ~ f t h  
the  use  o f  numbers in Revelation, rrould be t h e  
in terpretaeion o f  10 x 10 x 10 = 1,000 = the corn- 
plete time of the earth s ince  the  f irst  coming o f  
C l ~ x i s t  tqh~hen Satan was bound = the h.ec Testament Age. 
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'i\ r r t e r  ( t ~  dercrii:e crxplete f o r g i v c ~ e s s ) .  if :llc 
nunbe-s sf X e v f s l p t d s q  arc used pi,T:i s I ~ Z J Z - ~ ~ C  $12 

t h i s  bock of 1311~ Ei l ;? . i  and i n  c t ! r~rs ,  hot; d a l e  i a i e  

a r b i t r a r i l y  say t i l e  ? ,OOU years  :Ire to be under- 
s tood  literally? Furthernore, i f  take tile 
1,000 years l i t e r a l l y  what about  the  rest o f  
ltevelation 29'2 If we a-ere t o  do s o ,  it i-o~i?,: i:e 
a strange interpretation indeed, I n  line ~ f t h  
the  use  o f  numbers in Revelation, rrould be t h e  
in terpretaeion o f  10 x 10 x 10 = 1,000 = the corn- 
plete time of the earth s ince  the  f irst  coming o f  
C l ~ x i s t  tqh~hen Satan was bound = the h.ec Testament Age. 



~t i s  our  b e l i e f  t h a t  C h r i s t  a l r eady  r u l e s  i n  I f i s  
m i l l enn ia1  kingdam (Ephesians 1 : 20-23) , t h a t  we 
share in tlnat kingdon by v i r tue  o f  t h e  "first  
resurrec t ion ' '  f 1:eveIntion 20 : 5-6 j , that is, our  
f a i t h  i n  Jesus C h r i s t ,  and that  Satan Yras bcund 
117 C11ri.st upan 1";s incarnate entrance -into o u r  
w o r l d  and BFs defeat  of S a t a n  in the  wijdel-ncss 
s n  t h a t  Satan, tlrougii lie wiruld tcr lpt a a ~ ,  co;ild 
not p%uek .;.tji;e elect  o u t  o,E Iris i13rad, 

3-x h s s i c  m i s t a l c e  of d i s 3 i : ~ . ~ s s a t i ~ n a % h  i s  ~rf ia t  
of rcyardlnp: klnc "Lsrarl' .ri:o skaP1  r u l e  over tire 
':essi.anFc !;irgdcr: as a li ';erzl Lsrair? , t hus  tlleir 
need t o  have a system o f  c:;ci~atolagy riliicl, r . ~ i l l  
n%lav 2x16 accomsdace t h e  evcqkuaB conversiora of 
tlae 2e~tss and their r u l e  over the  na",ions, ]:ere 
ap,?in t h e i r  l i teral ism 112- deprived t!~en of mile 
o f  t i le  rlcst b e a u t i f u l  s>m;nlrol~i; oE t!xc: ti'ii;~, Ssraei 
as the Comm11n2sn o f  Sa in ts ,  Lvex2 tlze df ld  Testa- 
ment pbspfreta d i d  not  s~eal;  af ar~nsa saJ_va"&in of 
all t h e  Israelites. F i e  prenc:iinp of t h e  propllets 
gas that ~f s;.livatlr~ln f o r  and tlirorrg!ii t he  re~anant,  
&-'- 

A 32 :z' vas t h e  -pci.nt cf John tjie BapCi.w% i n  :13tthc:.7 
3:D end o f  Ysul as h e  receatedly spo&-,~ of t i l e  
: chiltlrei; of tl?e promi;.ei' (:'ai2ari5; 2 ~4"-8) r71 L t F  %A&- +. 
T r - r j e L  3 s ti:r c$urcll of C : l r i s t  is g r c n t  t e c ~ f -  
m g ~ & ~ ; ~ / 7  @ f  c f ; ~  T.rp-- - .C .: l'e 2 $:zr.cnC : :lo~?3ns 1. : 1--16 ; 11 : 5 , 
G a l ~ t  3 :2h--25 ; (I :?G-31: 6 5-76, Er;i.hesians 
3 1 9  3 3  =* : .a --.&4 @ 

/Is we have secn, dis~ensstionalism i n t e rp re t s  
the  S c r i p t u r e s  b y  means of t h e  "pick and choose': 
rnetltod t s  upheal<, i t s  distorted v iew,  It Is a%-bi-- 
t ra ry  i n  i t s  decision as t o  w h a t  parts o f  the Bible  
are l i t e r a l  and what parts are symbolical. It can 

demand t h a t  the 1,000 years s f  Revelation 28 be 
taken l i t e r a l l y  and a t  t h e  same t i m e  t r ea t  the 
70 weeks o f  Daniel i n  an extreri~lely s p b o l i c a l  
manner. It  can insist t h a t  "ssrael" be r e g a r d e d  
i n  a l i t e r a l  manner and  Im%d therefore t e a  t i l e  
conversion of a l l  tile YCPJS, and yet 2eL%r%nd t h a t  
the words of  iws"&isut$:,m i n  the idc~rd's Suppzr be 
taken s;mhslieally . F G ~   he G i . : ~ p c ~ ~ s ~ t < o n a l i s ~  
.;%le Scr ip tures  m a s t  Ille ben t  $0 f i t  P I -0 '  , . L L L T  cIym Con-- 
t r i v e d  syste~, ~ e g a r d l e s : ~  of eon tex t ,  l l t c r e r y  
s t y l e ,  t h e  t~;@sCi~;on;q of  t6ie o r i  :;ins1 l a n g u s ~ e s  
and inconsiste13cv. 
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tianed, t h e  locusts goQ I:evelatjon] p- # mig5%nt  s y ~ ~ l b s l i z e  
an advarrced kind o f  I lel icopter .  ' 'L" There 3.s a l s o  
a11 appeal ts human r ea son :  "Wow if t h e  Xapt.i.ire 
were ts take place at t7se same time as cine second 
coming how could the believers and unbebievcrs be 
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*5 TO say t-he l eas t ,  the netiiod i c p a r n t e d  on earth? "' 
c f  interpretation used by the  dispensationalists 
lacks the  basic Ccr ip tu ra i  d i rect ive 1.7hici-i m a k e s  
clear tile fact  that: the Bible i n t e rp re t s  i t s e l f .  

In my scm!Lilnry Jays ' uns i p d  to [ , ~ L i c v e  t j i a t  

c;;-yor,gi t h e  clill.er-snialis 2s re 1,:ere tc: :F 0ur.d 
* * - - v 

et-ypn ? f l a ~ ~ c i % e ~ ~  ' '  cak;crents, cpgl;, tile c 3 ~ ~ c l u s l ~ n  
bdL '&L 

cj.j: A,: Llils = s t ; l d y ,  2 can f i n d  not:li-rig ;iurniess a b o u t  
4 -A 

., . e 
? l l . k l e a z n i a l i ~ : n  di:;p-,nsatbarrra2isnii9 .i~crse~asa- 
a- Ll.@naJ-Jss3 2 ifaos gu.rned ~2 . c~"  2 - p ~  a"~ra.3- $?roar% Jesus 
-1)- - "  * 
i d  i - : l ( i  v l . c n r 5 . o ~ ~  ntonernent, jv.stif i c a t i o n  1 . 3 ~  

- : , ,  ,? d; e tl 3:-d ti:a of  etecnu: . l i f e  fcr t i l e  matcri- 
r l S  

alis~ic concept. of a rapturf  ~*i ich  f s c n p i s t  over- 

tones, i t  has  allowed people  Calse2-y (rc? conclude 
tlint i.f c'iey Ere true C b r i n t i n n s  tiley ? q i l . l  escape 
h-w * ?-72;;a"c ic**-; 
tt. I& 7-h; . . It turns nen." sd-iance spsn Jesr.is 
,-.- L::e gar-tiel;:.lin2; i .n ts i .que  '~:,-$.yj~~c-~r~ E 0 ~  Sa-l~zt-cn f-c "' 

8 '  

;sf i $ E - i g i . j : y ~ r i ~ i 3 ~ ~ 1 7 i l f ~ y e  i:,2ij, 2 - t  tlir5.5 i : ~ : - ' s  eye.; 
.FT-sp.?w &%.*e3 T>F:ml?* 
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. . , , 7 , i A . , ,  , eLAL, ,  ..-.,,, ,..y of ';-ti?avca $a a fzft:e ~ , ~ ? 3 ~ ! 3 : ~ . 3 ~ ~  
" ..= 

: 3 b ~ ~ f i ~  ~ ~ ~ & ~ r i ~ 2 .  T.;Bnfrdom o f  ccd ezyc;? . >fib?; t c 2 r  
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-, ien." "B t . b c w r  f:, i -- ---C ,--i..dvy<-~';i ' s's'i~%~?ji of ~li-:;; .-,<- L,S&~ *.,.. L.;,::J~,. : ~ f 3 : ~ ? % ~ 3  
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': ; -771.16-- . %'I. .- am-~pe . -  . til5~~gfg Satan is indeed 3 g . ~ s v 3  ;z.gcj, =i:~ei.i., 
-* ,. ,:.d > l s i n n  dispensatiocaiism 1i-n a SosS e lfective 
i="/v (zi133-i~81 words and al.a] t o  ka t i  :;i-;lcere 
:r;> ..A,, A ,... c.! +. .t rails r.:,~aq. f r o m  t!,~? Gasnel cf C l ~ r i s t  i n t o  

Y . %  

tire ;Ireculation~: of  nlane 1 , ~  1,s 3 t i i r e a t  t o  o r tho-  
do:: Ciirii;ti;;nity It: militates a g a i n s t  the liefor- 
rnntion pr inc i ,g les  of Sola  Cratia, So3.a r i d e  a ~ d  
Sola S c r i p t ~ r a *  

:!a~ do we face such a POPUL;SF herlpllsy"iWith 
k I ~ e  &rutla of  t h r  ~ s r d I  W%at we need are C;hrls%ia~-f.s 
~rlro are iiitjllcallu sound and grolmded in E i s  !iord. 

It i s  our t a s k  as pastors  t o  Le informed, t.0 edu- 
ca te  o u r  congregat ions and to b e  r ~ i l l i n g  t o  meet 
t h e  heresies of o u r  day head on,  a-nned ~ h ~ i t i a  ;!is 
1:o rd . 

Cut according $0 iTis promise we arc Icashc -  
i n g  f o r  new heavens and a nerr earth, i n  
which righteousnesr; d:a~e..lls. Thercf o re ,  
beloved,  s ince  you loolc f o r  tllese t h i n p s ,  
Se d i l i g e n t  t o  be Eound by 'in i n  peace, 
s p o t l e s s  and I~laneLess, and regard t i i e  
patience 0% sus Lord t o  Ije sa lva t ion :  
j u s t  as a lso o u r  be loved  h ro t . i e r  P a u l ,  
according t o  t l : ~  r i i s d o ~  oiverl hii- ,  ;:rote 
t o  you,  as a l s o  i n  a l l  Iiis le t ters ,  
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~"l ic i l  are untaugiit and ur l s tab le  d i s t o r t  
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